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BEAU NASH, 


LATE 
MAasTER of the CEREMONIES at 
A1 
Conſiſting of 8 
A Variety of Humorous Sallies of Wir, 


SMART REPARTEES, and Bons Mors; 


WHICH 


Paſſed between Him and PERSONAOCES of the 


Firſt Diſtinction, and the moſt celebrated 


for TRUE WIr and Humour: 


Dedicated to the Right Honourable the 


EARL or CHESTERFIELD. 


Dulce defpere i in Loco, 


—— — —B . Ara om... ad 


LONDON: 


Printed for W. Bals row, in St. Paul's Church+ 
v ; and ſold by the Bookſellers at Bath, 


M pcc Lx111, 


{ Price One Shilling. ] 
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The Eat of Cheſterfield. 


My Loks, 


Should not have preſumed to dedi- 

. cate this Pamphlet to your Lordſhip, ' 
but that, after caſting my Eyes round 
Europe, I could find no Perfonage to 
whom it could be addreſſed with ſo much 
Propriety; and I know: your Lordſhip 
has too much Regard for mung to E 


ef ee & r ne 
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Lü! 

Trx1s Dedication is not a ſudden 
Thought, my Lord, not the Effect of 
that Levity of Mind which Wits give 
Into, but the Conſequence of mature and 


ferious Debate and Deliberation ; and an 
Action for which I have the Sanction of 


Sir Richard, who is now fitting at my 


Elbow. — At firſt, indeed, he ſtarted at 
the Propoſal, and thought it beneath 
your Lordſhip's Dignity to patronize a 
Pamphlet ; but when I told him, that the. 
moſt witty Performance in the World 


could, with Propriety, be addreſſed only 


to the greateſt Wit of the Age, he. was 
ſatisfied. 


Bur without pleading the _—_ of 


Sir Richard, or any other Perſon whatever, 


there is another Reaſon why theſe Sheets 
ſhould be addreſſed to your Lordſhip, and 
why you ought to receive them. You, 
my Lord, was ever the Patron and Friend 


of Mr. Naſh, whoſe lively Sallies of Imagi- 


nation are here offer'd to public Inſpection. 


You have often been diverted by his 2 * 
an . 


itt 

and have often excited that Wit in him, 
which, like a Diamond in the Mitie® 
might have lain hid in Obſcurity, had 
not the Sun of your Genius, by enlight- 
ning the Objecl, called forth its Luſtre. 

— Naſh therefore, though brilliant, was 
only the ſecondary Planet in the Sphere; 
and whatever you think of his Wit, you 
ought at leaſt to approve of your own. 


Tris is School Reaſoning, my Lord, 
but this 1s not Life; and I find, on Re- 
flection, that I have written myſelf into 


a Dilemma; for modeſt Merit ever logks 


with a diffident and diſreſpectful Eye on 
its own Performances, however excellent; 
and the moſt diſagreeable Compliment I 


could make your Lordſhip, would be to 


recommend to you your own Works, 


On this Occaſion, my Lord, I behave as 


Nature bids me, and as every Man does, 
whoſe Heart is big with Eſteem and 
Gratitude; I bluſh, 
| impexfechy, though ſincerely, for the 
| A 3 Favours 


and thank you 
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Favours you have conferred on me, : 
and am, 


| M Lond, 
Your Lordſbip's moſt obliged, 


and moſt obedient bumble Servant, 


The EDITOR. 
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The Copy of a LETTER which was ſent to 
the PubLIsRER with theſe Jeſts. 


8 I R, 


1 H E great Pleaſure I received in reading 
the well- written and entertaining Liſe 
of Mr. Naſh, induces me to ſend you a Col- 
lection of Repartees and witty Sayings, which 
paſſed between him and his Friends, and 
which I treaſured up from their Converſation ; 
not with a Deſign to print them, nor would 
they ever have appeared, thus publicly, but to 
gratify the Curioſity of ſome of my Friends, 
who are alſo of Opinion, that the Preſent will 
be grateful to the Public. Some of theſe 
Jeſts have, indeed, been often repeated in 
Company, and a few of them found their 
Way into ſome Novels; but none, that 1 
know of, have ever been inſerted in the Books 
of Jeſts. 


1 had ever a great Eſteem for Mr. Naſh. 
He had more Wit than the World would al- 
low him, and more Merit than we generally 

| meet 


To the PUBLISHER. 


: meet with in Mankind; It is partly on this 


Account that T would have every Thing pre- 
ſerved that may reflect Honour on his Me- 
mory; and if you are acquaihted with the 
ingenious Writer of his Life, I beg you will 
inform him, that honourable Mention is made 
of Mr. Naſh in the Bodleian Library at Ox- 
Ford, concerning me Medals which. he bay | 
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JT was the uſual Praflice of a Gentleman 
of great Genius and Learning, and who a 
is now juſtly eſteemed botb in the literary and 
polite World, to provide himſelf with all © 
the Books of Feſt and Merriment, that made © 
their Appearance, which be threw promiſ- a7 
cuouſly into a large Bag in one Corner of bis 
Library to obviate Melancholy, or relax bis 
Janie Studies. 
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Se be was tired with Reading, wy 

or a dull Fit took bim, be immediately went 

to bis Bag, and dipping in his Hand, laid 

bold of that Companion which Chance threw © 

in bis Way. By this Means be could enter 
$ into 


[wm]: 


into Company without quitting his Room, 
and have the Pleaſures of Converſation, 
without being inſulted with Rudeneſs, er 
ſurfeiteu with Ceremony "Thi = befides < which, 


_ theſe Companions never diſtreſſed bim with 


their Impertinence, or kept him up beyond his 
uſual Hour; to which it may he added, and 


I Bop "without Offence, that theſe Sort of 


Gueſts were not only the moſt eaſy, but the 
leaſp expen/roe, af any. be ever bad; fare 


| thaugh there were forly at bis Table ata 


Time, be. never found any. Dimination- f 
bis. Wixe. ar. Tabaccs z, 4 Gir cumſtonct very 7 


| grateful. 4% any, Man, ene 


be $864 Occanomiſt. > Rig. wks 
7 be great "Benefit. 5 inns nl L 
theſe Companions, and the little Traubis 
they gave him, made him defirous to en- 
creaſe their Number ; for. which Purpoſe be 
wrote Mr. Naſh a Poem ninety Feet long. 
regueſting the Publication of bis Fefts. \ This * 


naturally gave Offence to a Man of his 


extreme \ Modeſly ; borvever, Good. nature 
dun ſoon 


111 


ſcon got the better of Reſentment, and be 


promiſed to gratify the Gentleman's Curi- 
ofity,” and for that Purpoſe had ſtrung 
together a Number of Ad Feſts, which 
: bave very fortunately fallen into our Hands. 
This is 'all the Apology that ſets neceſſary 
Fer ir preſent Publication," and with his 
nn, T. AN? 10 ay r Tra, A 
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and, r. as, and dele the next 


E RR AT A. 


S the Editor of this Pamphlet was at a great 


I Diſtance from the Preſs, and unable to cor- 
rect the Sheets himſelf; ſome Eriors have imper- 
tinently crept in, which the Reader is defired to 


correct and diſcharge. Page 2. line 2. for e- 
guentih, read often.” p. 2. I. 21. for Mr. read Dr. 
p- 3. I. 5, for My. r. Dr. p. 4. I. 14. dele neff of. 
p- 6. I. 16. after Jong, r. he. Ibid. I. 24. dele at. 
P» 7. I. 2. for would then, r. will. p. 9. I. 11. for 
Gentleman, r. Nobleman. p. 13. 1. 22. for how may 
that be I don't knoqv, r. how that may be I know not. 
p. 18. 1. 18. dele middle of the p. 19. I. 2. dele 
next. p. 21. I. 10. aſter mortgage, r. ue. f. 22. 
I. 17. for and be having, r. who had. p. 26. 1.6. 
for called, r. and calling. Ibid. I. 17. after adviſe, 


r. you. p. 28, 1.16, after thin, dele that. Ibid, 


1. 22. after telling, r. a Story of. p. 38. l. 7. after 
: = af Polnt at fol- 
lows it. p. 36. 1. 14. for when, r. where. p. 49. 
I. 2. for would, r. may. Ibid. I. 7. for his, r. her, 
p. 72. I. i. for know, T. knew. p. 74. 1.6. for 
which, r. them. p. 77. I. 8. after one, r. but. 


49-#09#+$99:999999++92 
120 K 202 


$3$0$5$3$00:046554344 


e me a 
COLLECTION 
* OT Dixie 

Original BONS MO Ts, 


SMART REPARTEES, G. 


ry 


T is Known, that Mr. Naſh and 
> I E Dr. Cheney had frequent Diſputes 


ve * about the Non-naturals and a ve- 
* * getable Diet ; in ſhort, they often 
reaſoned about Health till they made all the 


Company fick. Naſh was for curing all Com- 


plaints with the Bath Water, and Cheney for 


- healing all Diſeaſes with Cabbage and Carrots ; 


and their Diſputes, which ſometimes began 
with Temper and Joke, were frequently 
heightened to Clamour and Quarrelling ; fo 
that the Breeze of the Mind was ſucceeded by 
a Hurricane, Naſb, though a great Philoſo- 

B _ phers 


4 2 ke ö 5 | 21 ; 
pher, could never get the laſt Word of the 
\ Phyſician 3 and therefore he frequently left 
him in a Pet. 1 was once at Morgan's Coffee- 
houſe, when the Doctor ſo harangued upon 
his vegetable Diet, that Naſh could not bear 
it; but going up to the Table where Cheney 
was, accoſted him in this rude Manner, You 
eld Fool, ſays he, do you;think the Almighty ſent 
Nebuchadnezzar o Grafs for his Health ? and 
then taking his Hat, left the Room: How- 
ever, Matters did not always end fo abruptly 5 
for I have kown Naſh in his cooler Moments 
do Cheney the Honour to ſay, That he wes thy 
moſt ſenſible Fool he ever knew in his Life; and 
the Doctor with equal Juſtice obſerved, That 
Naſh was {ef of a Blockbead than he uſed to be, 


I TAKE this Opportunity to obſerve, that 
Chiniy was far from wanting Wit; I have 
known him ſometimes ſay very ſmart Things, 
and with much Drollery. Both Dr. Cheney 
and Mr. Tadlaw were exceedingly corpulent ; 
dut the laſt was by much the largeſt. Cheney 
coming into the Coffee-houſe one Morning, 
and obſerving Tad/ow alone and penſive, aſked 
[ | him what had occaſioned his Melancholy ? 
C Cheney, ſays he, I have a very ſerious Thought 
| i" dome 5 me, I am conſidering how the 
| 1 | People 


— = Ee - = = 3 


t 31 


People will be able to get you and T to the 
Grave when we die. V, ſays Cheney, [ix of 
eight flout Fellzws may take me there at once; but 
it is certain that you muſt be carried at twice. 


Ir was upon the above Mr. Tadlow, that 
the following witty Epigram was written; | 


When Tadbtowalks the Streets, the b cry; 
God bleſs you, Sir !--and hay Weir Ramey: by. 


* 
. A waim Diſpute * beuten Gs Pariſh 
Officers at a Meeting where Mr. Naſh was 
preſent, about repairing the Workhouſe; when 
a Man, who was born in it, but had acquired 
a good Fortune in the World, and had forgot 
himſelf, ftrenuouſly oppoſed the laying out any 
Money on that Account, ſaying, it was habi- 
table, and that was ſufficient. Don't be poſi- 
tive, my Friend, ſays Naſh, the Building is 
firangely run ta Ruin eve your Mether _ 
there, 
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- Wren Drams were more in Vogue than 
they are at preſent, a Gentleman called for a 
Glaſs of Brandy at the Smyrna, becauſe, he 
ſaid, he was very hot. Bring me one, Waiter, 
fays another, for I am very cold, [ts 4 Arrange 
. fays Naſh, that People can't find an Fa- 


B 2 cuſe 


' . 12 
WEE TE | 


( 4] 


euſe for their Follies, without inſulting the good 
Senſe of the Company. Here, bring me a Dram, 
Boy, for I like it. 


A droll Quaker, who was in Years, being 
in the Coffee-houſe when the Bells rang, 
aſked who was come to Town? A Man at one 

of the Tables ſaid it was the Devil; then ſays 
the Quaker he may kiſs my Backſide. Friend, 

ſays Naſh, you ſeem to be a ſenſible Man; but I 
don't think it is altogether ſe prudent in you to make 
enemies at w Time of _ 
When Naſh was at the 7. . he was al- 

ways very fine, and for the moſt part very 
poor; which was ſufficiently known to moſt 
of his Acquintance. One Night, at the Ta- 
vern, Naſh deſired one of his Companions to 
pay for him, for that he had ne Silver in his 
Pocket. Then, I am ſurc, Naſb, ſaid the Gen- 
tleman, you have no gold there, for that you al- 
ways ſpread upon your Coat, 


A Captain of a Man of War had got a 
Circle round him in one of the Rooms at Bath, 
whom he was entertaining with ſome wonder- 
ful Phznomenon which he had ſeen at Sea; 
when looking round, and perceiving NVaſb 
laugh, he grew angry, and ſaid he did not 
believe 


5 


ef 


helices ien Why, Sir, ſays Naſh, did Yo 
fee it? Yes, I did, anſwered the Gentleman. 
Well, if you ſaw it, fays Naſh, I will believe itz . 
but I would mt if Thad ſeen it myſof. | 
| 7: 

Tuis Gentleman, however, ſoon adn: re- 
e the Compliment ; for Naſh was one of 
thoſe who ſhot with a long Bow, or, in other 
Words, paid but little Regard to Truth, in his 
Sallies of Wit and Humour ; and having told a 
moſt confounded large Story, the Captain gave 
a Hem : Upon which Naſh made up to bim; 
And ſo, Captain, ſays he, you won't believe this f 
— In, yes, ſays the Captain, I will, Nafhj 
fo oblige you ; but I would not believe fuch another 
damm d Lie for any Man upon the Face of the Earth. 


A Kier of the Four Knaves, or, in 
other Words, a Gameſter, who frequented 
Bath and Tunbridge, had grown, as it were, 
by his Behaviour into Diſuſe, and could get 
no Man of CharaQter to play with him ; upon 
which he complained to Naſh, and ſaid, he 
thought their Diſlike to his Perſon aroſe from 
his not being ſufficiently dreſſed, adding, that 
he would immediately go and buy a new Suit 
of Cloaths, That you may do, ſays Naſh, but 
you had beter buy a new Set Principles. 
4 BEEP). £10 3g 5 no a6 Ma, 
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Mu. Nac, on a Journey, dining at an Inn, 
the Landlord charged him four Shillings for 4 


Fowl; upon which he ſent for the Hoſt, and 


aſked him what he meant by impoſing on him 
in that manner; when the Landlord, who 
was a ſurly Purſe-proud Fellow, told him, 
That if he had looked any thing like a Gentle- 


man, he would have charged him a Crown for 


the Fowl: Upon which Naſb replied, Mell, 
well, if that is the Caſe, I wiſh, Landlerd, you 
* treated me Rae leſs like a Gentleman, 


Mx. Naſh calling | one Day on a Surgeon of 
his Acquaintance, who was a Gentleman of 
conſiderable Practice, found him in Bed, tho! 


it was then Noon; when rallying him ſome 


Time for indulging ſo long, aſked him, Whe- 


ther he always lay ſo late, or what Time he 
uſually aroſe? The Surgeon anſwered, That 
he had no certain Time of rifing, but got up 
juſt as Buſineſs required him; | am call'd up, 
added he, at all Hours, fometimes to ſet a 
broken Leg, Arm, or the. like, therefore it is 
very. uncertain. So I find then, replied Naſh, 


that it is merely by Accident that you get up at all. 


A Gay extravagant young Gentleman was 


Fe againſt his Father in the Preſence of 


Mr. Nau, on Account of his keeping too 
tight 


EF] | 
tight a Hand over him (as he expreſſed it:) 
Upon which Naſb told him, That the only 


Way to rid himſelf of the Reſtraint, was to 
prevail with his Father to make him his Coach- 


man. What do you mean by that? replied 
the young Spark: Becauſe then, ſays Naſb, you 
would then have the Foes of the old Ges 
tleman. 


A FRIEND of Mr. Naſh's, who had entered 
his Son at the Temple to ſtudy the Law, in or- 


der to fit him for the Bar, was complaining to 


Mr. Naſh dne Day of his Son's Inattention to 
his Studies, and of his Irregularities, ſaying, 
That inſtead of minding his Buſineſs, he was 
continually dancing, to Ranelagh, and other 
Places of Diverſion. It appears then, (ſays Naſb,) 
that your Son minds no Lau but Rane-law. 


Mx. Naſh being, one Day at a public En- 
tertainment, where a Gentleman was preſent, 


who ſat ſeveral Hours without ſpeaking a Syl- 


lable; and, as from the Character of the Per- 


ſon, there was great Reaſon to ſuſpect that his 
Silence was owing to a ſupercilious Contempt 
of the Company, Naſb determined to ſhew his 


Reientment the firſt Opportunity that offered. 


pe Aidan When Supper was brought in, 
Mr. 
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Mr. Naſb was remarkably affiduous in helping 
the Gentleman to the beſt upon the Table, 
and taking Care to ſupply his Plate when he 
faw it near empty. Upon this one of the 
Company deſired to know his Reaſon for this 
extraordinary Attention to the ſilent Perſon. 
To which Nafþ replied, I afſure you it is from 


the Tenderneſs of my Diſpoſition, for I cannot 
bear to ſee dumb Creatures want. This 


- ſmart Hit occaſioned an univerſal Laugh, and 

put the Gentleman into fome Confuſion ; how- 

1 ever; he carried it off very well, and was good 
F pipe ng the reſt of the Night. 
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A en side ſor his Good- 
nature and - Aﬀability, ordering his Setvant 
pretty late at Night to go with a Meſſage a 
conſiderable Diſtance from the Place where he 
was then in Company ; the Fellow did not re- 
_ ceive his Maſter's Commands with that Chear- 
fulneſs he ought. The Nobleman, after the 
Man had left the Room, aſked Mr. Naſb, Whe- 
ther he did not think his Footman ſeemed 
Tfomewhat ſulky at receiving his Orders, and 
what could be the Meaning of it? My Lord, 
ſays Naſb, you are a good Maſter to your Servants, 
and as no Body can ds too much for a good Mafler, 
_ Man, I fuppofe, is 2 be. never wil 
Ma- 
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Mx. Naß ſolliciting a Nobleman for a Sub- 
ſcription to a public Charity, his Lordſhip be- 
ing ſomewhat out of Temper, put him off, 
telling him he would conſider of it; but Nah 
begged his Lordſhip would give him a poſitive 
Anſwer then, yes, or no. To which the No- 
bleman replied, No, I tell you, No: — Þ 
thank your Lordſhip, ſays Naſh, taking out his 
Lift, how much ſhall I ſet you down? What 
do you mean by thanking me, returned the 
Gentleman, when 1 gave you a Negative. 
Hold, my Lord, returned Neſh, you ſaid No 
twice, and I need not inform your Lordſhip, 
That tuo Negatives make an Affirmative. Which 
Repartee ſo pleaſed the Nobleman, that he 
gave him a handſome Subſcription. 1 


AxorRER Time, Mr. Nah,” olliciting 
Subſcriptions among the Gentlemen at Morgan s 
Coffee -houſe at Bath, met with very good Sue 
ceſs from all but one Gentleman, who abſo- 
lutely refuſed to give any Thing. However, 
juſt as the Gentleman was going out of the 
Coffee · room, Mr. Naſh called out to him in 
a loud Voice, I wiſh you ſafe Home, Sir ; but 
©. remember, if you ſhould chance to life any thing 
by the Way, you did not draw your Purſe-flrings 
 bere; which occaſioning a Laugh, put the 
SGentle- 
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Widow, it is Spring Time, and the Sap will 


10 
Gentleman to the Bluſh: However, he turned 
back with a jocular Air, and damning N 


for the boldeſt Beggar he ever met . in 
his Life, gave him five ane. | 


5 Mx. Naſh ſeemed to . a particular An- 


tipathy againſt the Generality of Country 
Squires, from ſome of whom he had received 


Affronts (as mentioned in his Life) he there- 
ſore took all Opportunities of ridiculing them, 


and always rejoiced when he could hear any 
add Stories concerning their Behaviour, that 


he might gratify his Spleen by retailing them 
again; which he never failed to do very fre - 


quently. Among the ods og to relate 
the following: 


. A;youno 'Widow of Wit, Beauty, and 
— was courted by a Country Gentle- 


man, who, according to the vulgar Notion, 


thought that thoſe Freedoms which would diſ- 
guſt a Virgin, were abſolutely neceſſary to be 


uſed in courting a Widow; and therefore at | 
the firſt Viſit behaved very indelicately, both 


in Speech and Actions; on which the Lady 
angrily aſked. him the Meaning of ſuch rude 
Behaviour ? he replied, You muſt excuſe me, 
riſe. 


_ # * # 


1 
riſe. Truly then, ſays the Lady, I will riſe 


too, for you are tos ſappy for me; and ſo gere 
ting up, walked off and left him. 


ANOTHER going .one Day to viſit a young 
Lady to whom he paid his Addrefles, he hap- 
pened to have a little Greyhound Bitch with 
him; which being a handſome Creature of the 
Kind, the Lady admired it, ſaying, Dear me, 
what a pretty Dog this is. Jen are miflaken, 
anſwered the Bumpkin, it is not a Dag, but one 
F your own Sex, Madam. 


Ms. Naſh uſed An to exerciſe his 


Wit upon the little Foibles of the Ladies; of 
one of whom he told the following Story. A 
Lady who affected to be a great Scholar, be- 
ing at an Auction of Books, a Latin Edition 
of Horace's Works were put up, and the Aue - 
tioneer read the Latin Title Horatii Opera; ; 
Pray, ſays the Lady to Mr, Naſb, who ſtood 
by her, whoſe Operas did the Man ſay? He- 
race s, Madam, replied Neo, he was an, {ta- 
kan. Well then, ſays the Lady, Til bid for 


Horace's Operas ; for I love Italian Operas f 


all Things. She aceordingly bid for the Book, 
and jt was knocked down to her. 
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Nuasn one Day meeting old Leverige, aſked 
him how he did? Leveridge replied, If I an- 
ſwer you in Latin, I am fic, fic; if in Engliſh, 
Tah Well done, my old Friend, ſays Naſb, 
think chat S A a good fo, ho, Sort of a Pun. 


| Nan and a Friend of his being about to 
go a Journey on a Party of Pleaſure, the Gen- 
tleman propoſed going in a Poſt-Chaiſe ; but 


. Naſh was for riding on Horſeback. On this 


the former declared very ſeriouſly, That if he 
had his Choice, whether to go forty Miles on 
Horſeback, or to be ſet in the Stocks in the 
moſt public Place in Bath, he would rather 
chuſe to be ſet in the Stocks. Why ſo? en- 
quired Naſb;. Becauſe, ſays the Gentleman, 
I. ſhould be ſo terribly gall'd. To which Na 


replied, Faith, it would gall me much more to 


be ſet in the Stocks, I can tell you. 


"A GenTLEMAn, the firſt Time of his com- 
ing to Bath, was very extravagantly charged 


for every Thing by the Perſons in whoſe Houſe 
he lodged, as wall as by others whom he had 
occaſion to deal with; of which, ſome Time 
after complaining to Mr. Nah; Sir, replied 
the latter, They © have ard towards you on 


2 Chr Mian Principles, How ſo, ſays the 


Gentle 


[ 13 ] 
man. V, returned Naſh, you was a n 
and they took you in. | 


Mx. Naſb veing in a Company, among 
whom there was 2 Gentleman who was remarks 
able for a Kind of rude ſatyrical Wit, and who 
having levelled his Jeers at almoſt all preſent, 
. chiefly by mimicking their Voices, Geſtures, or 
taking them off, as it is commonly called; Mr. 
Naſb, expecting it would preſently come to his 
Turn, got up, and was going away. When 
being aſked the Reaſon of his leaving the Com- 
pany. ſo ſoon, he replied, In order to ſave the 
| Gentleman the Trouble of taking me off, I think it 

is beſt to take myſelf ; and ſo departed. | 


Another Time the Converſation of the Com- 
pany (it being at the Period of a threatened In- 
vaſion from the French) turned on the different 
Cuſtoms of England and France; and among 
other Things, one of the Gentlemen obſery- 
ed, that tho' he had been a long Time in 
France, he never ſaw any of the Frenchmen 
Smoke. To which Nafb replied, How may that 
be, 1 don't know; but if they come here, we will 
make them Smoke, 1 warrant you; 


e A Gen- 


n 
A Gentleman then preſent, took the Hir: 
from the above Pun, and wrote the following 
Epigram, which was afterwards publiſhed in 
ſome of the Magazines. 


CovuRTLy, in Company the other Day, 
Cry'd, Curſe your Smoking, tis an odious 
Way; 
Fie, Gentlemen, in France they never Smoke, 
Old BLuxT replied, who dearly loves a Joke, 
What's done in France, n Fop, we little 


3 
But, Faith, we'll make em Smale, if they 
come here. 


Mx. Naſb uſed to tell the follow ing, 28 a re- 
. markable Piece of impudent Wit: 


A Perſon who was indebted to Mr. Naſh in 

a Sum of Money, being dunned by him for it 

one Day, as he had often been before, ſaid to 

him in a very inſolent Manner, I think, Naſh 

you are a very impertinent Fellow, to trouble your 

Head about my Debts ; it would become you much 

. better to take Care to pay your own than teixe me 
in this Manner about mine. 


1151 

A Nobleman, who was greatly conceited of 
his Abilities as a Writer, called on Mr. Naſþ 
with a Manuſcript Poem he had written, in 
order to read it to him; and introduced the 
Buſineſs thus: You know, Mr. Naſh, when 
the famous Moliere had wrote any dramatic 
Piece, before he exhibited it, he always read it 
to an old Woman whom he employed to light 
his Fire, make his Bed, and the like; and 
he obſerved, that thoſe Paſſages which excited 
the Laughter of the old Woman had the ſame 
Effect on the Audience at the Repreſentation : 
Therefore I came to read my Poem to you, 
not doubting, but thoſe Parts which gain your 
Approbation, will alſo that of my Readers in 
general.” To this Harangue, Mr. Naf ſmartly 
replied, I thank you, my Lord, for your Compli- 
ment; but till ycur Lordſhip is a Moliere, you 
muſt excuſe me from being your old Woman, 


Mr. Naſh once complimenting a Lady, told 
her, among other Things, that he ſhould like 
to paſs his Days with her. To which the 
Lady replied, You are an agreeable Companion, 
Mr. Naſh, and'1 might perhaps like to paſs my 
Days with you, but for my Nights, 1 would ra- 
ther beg to be excuſed. | 
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Ma. Naſh met à young Gentleman of his 
Acquaintance early one Morning very much in 
Liquor; and enquiring where he had been, 
the Gentleman replied, That he had been all 
Night at a Concert of Muſic. Very likely, an- 
ſwered Nofh, for 1 percerve you have drank 70 
fame Tune. | 


AT an Entertainment given by the Heads of 

a Pariſh, where Mr. Naſh was invited, the 
Company, when the Glaſs had gone round a 
little, began to ſing and be merry ; when the 
Clerk of the Pariſh, who ſung very agreeably, 
was fo conſcious of his Merit, that he began 
to grow very troubleſome, and would not ſuffer 
any Gentleman to ſing, except ſuch Songs as 
he thought proper to call for. Hey day, Mr. 
Amen, lays Nah, this is making too free, me- 
thinks ; for though you make the Company fog 
' what you pleaſe on Sundays, I can ſee no Reaſon 
you ſhould oblige them to ds ſo every 5 in the 
"Ant elderly 1 who, from an af- 
fluent F ortune, was reduced to a very ſlender 
Income, was at Bath one Seaſon for his Health ; 
where, on Account of his extraordinary Gra- 
vity and e Behaviour, ſome of the gay 
N 8 Gentry 


(17) 
Gentry gave him the Nick-name of the Par- 
ſon ; and it became ſo general, that he went by 
no other Name. One Day Mr. Naſh think- 
ing to be a little merry with him, ſays to him, 
Parſon, do you ever preach for Money? No, te- 
turned the Gentleman, but J often pray for it. 


Ms. Naſh going late to Drury-Lane Play- 
houſe, at a Time when there happened to be 
a. very full Houſe, was obliged to ſtand in 
the Pit, there being no Room to fit down; and 

| here he was greatly crowded, particularly by a 
Man who ſtood behind him; when Naſh grow- 
ing angry, ſwore at the Man, and aſked what 
made him ſhove ſo hard upon him ? The Man 
laughingly ſaid to him, the people behind 
preſs ſo violently upon me, that I cannot 
help preſſing upon you. D—1 you, ſays Naſh, 
I wiſh you had been preſs'd inis his Majeſty's Ser- 


vice befcre you came here. 


Ma. Naſb once going to ſee an intimate Ac- 
quaintance, who was not a man of very bright 
Parts, found him fitting with his Leg ſwathed, 
and refting it upon a Cuſhion placed on a Stool 
before him ; and upon enquiring what was the 
matter with him, the Gentleman ſaid he had a 
Humour in his Leg; when Naſh told him he 

CJ Was 
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was glad to hear it; for he never n : 
that he bad any Humour about him. 

A Gentleman of the 8 of Connaught 
in Ireland, being at Bath for the Recovery of 
his Health, Mr. Naſb contracted an Intimacy 
with him, and they ufed frequently to viſit 
each other ſans Ceremonie. One Winter's Morn- 
ing, Mr. Naſh went into the Gentleman's 
Chamber before he was up, when finding the | 
Window-ſhutters open, and Bed-curtains. not 
drawn; I think, Sir, ſays Naſh, you he 
very airy with your Shutters and Curtains open, 
one would think it was Summer by you.” To 
which the Gentleman (who was very apt to 
make little Blunders) replied, Indeed, Mr. 
Naſh, It is not for the Sake of the Air that J 
leave” them open, but cnly I like to fee Day-light 
when I chance to wake in the Middle of the Night. 


THE fame Gentleman intending to ſet out 
ſor London, called on Mr. NA on the Friday 
to take his Leave of him, telling him he ſhould 
ſet out on Monday following. While they were 
diſcourſing about different Matters, the Gentle- 
man began to take Notice of the Fineneſs of 
the en toying; at the ſame Time, 17 


1 1 


think this is u very fine Day, Mr. Naſh, Jha 


to go to London on my next. 


Mx. Naſb uſed to tell the following Story 
with great Pleaſure : — A certain Member 
of a former Parliament having heard many 
Speeches in the Houſe, to the great Applauſe 
of the Speakers, grew ambitious of riſing to 
rival Glory by his Oratory ; and accordingly 
watched for a favourable Opportunity to open. 
At length an Occaſion preſented itſelf: It was 


on a Motion being made in the Houſe for en- 


forcing the Execution of ſome Statute; on 


which public ſpirited Motion, the Orator in 


Embrio roſe ſolemnly up, and after Wee 
three loud Hems, ſpoke as ant 1:49 


2 


« Mx. Speaker — ne we 1 05 — 


we not Laws ? — If we have Laws, and they 
are not obſerved, to what End were thoſe: Laws 
made? — So ſaying, he ſat himſelf down, 
his Cheſt heaving high with conſcious Conſe- 
quence z, When another Member roſe up, and 
delivered his Thoughts in theſe Words: 


« MR. Speaker— did the honourable Gen- 
tleman who ſpoke laſt, ſpeak to the Purpoſe, 
or not ſpeak to the Purpoſe ? If he did nat 
ſpeak ta the Purpoſe, to what Purpeſe did he 

ſpeak ?” 
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ſpeak? Which apropos Reply ſet the Houſe 


into ſuch a Fit of Laughter, as diſcouraged 
the young Orator from ever attempting to 


ſpeak again. 


A teſty neee old Gentleman always 
ſat in one certain Seat at the Coffee-houſe he 
| conſtantly uſed ; but coming in one Day, Mr. 
| Naſt, who had accidentally come to Town on 
Buſineſs, being there before him, occupied his 
Place; which the Gentleman ſeeing, he ſpoke 
to him in a very abrupt Manner to quit the 
Place: But Nap being angry at the other's 
Incivility, refuſed to cede it to him. Upon 
which the Gentleman ſays to Nah, I tell you 
once more in the Imperative Mood, you muſt 
get out of that Place. To which Nefþ replicd, 
I don't know twhat Mood you may ſpeak in, but 1 
can tell you I'm not in the ſtirring Mood; and 


therefore you muſt ſeat yourſelf elſewhere, 


A Methodiſt once boaſting to Mr. Nah, 
who was a ſtaunch Friend of the Church, that 
the Clergy of their Sect always preached ex- 
tempore, which the eſtabliſhed Clergy were in 
general too indolent, or had not Capacity to 
do. Mr. Naſh anſwered, That it was no dif- 
__ Matter for the Methodiſts to preach ex- 


tempore, 
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tempore, as they had a certain String of Words. 
and Expreſſions that they conſtantly uſed on 
every Subject. To which the Methodiſt an- 
grily replied, It is ſuch a String as muſt draw 
you to Heaven, if ever you intend to go there. 


— I thank you, ſays Naſh, but I don't N to 
go to Haven in a String. ö 


Mx. Nash uſed to tell of an eminent Coun- 
ſellor at Law being retained in an Affair of a 
Mortgage, did his utmoſt in Behalf of his Cli- 
ent, and ſupported his Cauſe with great Elo- 
quence. But a remarkable Circumſtance ap- 
pearing in the Courſe of the Evidence, which 
proved his Client to be a very bad Man, the 
Judge could not help ſaying to the Counſellor, 
Well, Sir, what think you of your Client 
now? To which the Counſellor replied ; 
Mh, to tell you the Truth, my Lord, I find it its 
not my Client's Intergſ to pay the Principal, and 
1 am afraid he bas not Principle to pay the In- 
tereſt in won lic f} 43: ict o bis) URS 
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A poor Clergyman applied to Mr. Naþ.to; 
uſe his Intereft with a certain Nobleman in his, 
Behalf, who had a Living in his Gift at that 
Time vacant; and to induce Mr. Naſh to 
| ee this kind. Offices told him he had A 


wite 


2 


22 

wife and ſeven Children. < PII tell you what, 
Sir, ſays Naſh, 1 believe you to be a very 
8 worthy and ingenious Man, but in this Affair 
you have acted very imprudently; for you 
have begun at the wrong End.“ The Cler- 
gyman begged he would be ſo kind as to ex- 
plain himſelf, for he really did not underſtand 
him. Ny, ſays Naſh, you ſhauld baye got the 
Living firſl, and the Children afterwards.” 
« Very true, (replied the Parſon with a Smile) 
but I doubt not but you might bring this Bu- 
ſineſs to a right End, if you would be ſo good 
as to apply to the Nobleman.” Which Mr. 
Naſb did, and ſucceeded i in 9 Appli ication. 


Mx. Nl having ine his en to an old 
Acquaintance, one Night when he came to 
viſit him; and he having neglected to return it, 
Mr. Naſb met him in the Street on a cold damp 
Day with his Roccelo on, while he himſelf was 
without; upon which Naſßb, in an upbraiding 
Strain, ſaid to him, „Truly you are a. very 
pretty Fellow, what muſt I do ſuch a Day as 
this without my Roccelo ?” The Gentleman, 
who was a very jocoſe Man, anſwered, iy, 
- you muſt even borrow as I did, Naſh; and went 
laughing away. Naſh was not very well pleaſ- 
ed with this Joke; however, he took no far- 
"$2007 4 ther 
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ther Notice at that Time, but determined ts 
ſeize the firſt Opportunity of returning it. Ac- 
cordingly, about a Week or ten Days after, 
Naſh being engaged at Cards, and Luck run- 
ning againſt him, he pretended to be out of 
Caſh, and defired the above Gentleman, who 
was one of the Company, to lend him twenty 
Guineas ; which he readily did. Some Time 
after he called on Mr. Naſb for the Money, 
who told him he could not pay it; upon 
which the Gentieman began to grow ſerious, 
and told Naſh, that he had promiſed the 
Payment of a conſiderable Sum that Day; 
and added, © if I cannot get it where it 
is due, what muſt I do?” To which Nap 
replied, y, you mut even borrow as 1 
did, and turned away; which Expreſſion put 
the Gentleman in Mind of the Roccelo Af- 
fair, and laughing heartily, he anſwered, Up- 
on my Honour, Naſh, you have paid me in my own 
Coin, and I cannot have the Face to infift on any 
farther Satisfaction till I ſend the Raccelo Home, at 
leaft ; which I had quite forget. However, as 
Mr. Najh had now turned the Tables on his 
old Friend, he wanted no more, and paid 
him the Money immediately. 


Mx. | 
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' Mx. Nah uſed: frequently to relate, with 
great Glee, the following Story of an ignorant 
Fellow, who paſſed among his Acquaintance 
for a Scholar: He ſaid, as he was croſſing Co- 
vent Garden, two Men were walking before 
him in loud and earneſt Diſcourſe; one of 
whom paid great Compliments to the other on 
his Learning and Parts, wiſhing he was as fine 
a Scholar, and the like; when happening to 
caſt his Eye on the Motto, which was then on 
the Dial of the Church df St. Paul's Covent- 
Garden, he aſked his learned Friend the Eng- 
liſh of that Latin Motto: The Words were, 
Sic tranſit Gloria Mundi. The pretended Scho- 
lar not having this Sentence by Rote, as he 
had many others, was quite at a Loſs what 
Engliſh to give it; therefore concealed his Ig- 
norance, by declaring it was not Latin. No, 
ſays the other, what Language is it then?“ 
« Why you Blockhead, (anſwers the Man of 
Erudition) what you take for a Latin Motto is 
no- other than the Names of the Churchwar- 
dens at the Time of putting up the Dial. 
„They are very odd Names” (replies the | 
Enquirer) * Aye, (ſays the firſt) they were 
Foreigners, you may be ſure; why England 
was al ways over-run. with Foreigners, and 
is to this Day,” 
| Mx. 


[25] 

Tho' the above Story has lately got into ſome 
of the Papers, yet it is nevertheleſs entitled to 
a Place here, as being originally told by Mr, 
Naſh. f | b 47 157 01 


Ma. Naſh having ſupped at a Friend's Houſe 
in the City of London, and ſtayed late, called 
a hackney Coach at Temple-Bar, and bid the 
Man drive to Berkeley Square, where he then 
lodged ; the Coachman, vexed at ſo long a 
Fare ſo late at Night, grumbled very much; 
and as he was mounting the Box, ſwore that 
he ſhould be glad to drive him to Hell. When 
they arrived at the Houſe, Naſb called the Fel- 
low into the Parlour, and told him of the wick- 
ed Expreſſion he had heard from his Mouth; 
and aſked him, what he meant by it? The 
Fellow replied, he was ſomewhat provoked at 
being to go-ſo far at that Time of Night, and 
craved his Pardon; But, ſays Naſh, do you 
conſider you filly Raſcal, that if it were poſſible 
for you to drive me into Hell, you muit go in 
firſt yourſelf.” No, no, Maſter, anſwered, 
the Coachman, I could have provided againſt 
that well enough,” «< How can that be,” ſays 
Naßb. There is no Occaſion for any more 
Words, pleaſe your Honour, replied the Fel- 
low, it is all over now.“ Mr. Naſb, however, 


D | ſtrenuouſſy 


[ 26] 


ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on knowing what he meant, 
by ſaying he had provided againſt going into 
Hell firſt. When the Coachman replied, why, 
to tell you the Truth, 7 hould have backed your 
Honour in. Naſh could not forbear laughing 
heartily at this Salve, called the Fellow an 
arch Dog, and gave him a Shilling to drink 
his * 
| Mas. Naſb was once reprimanding a young 
Gentleman, on Account of kis Extravagancies 
and Debaucheries, fo ſeverely, that he ſeemed 
to be ſenſible of his Follies, and promiſed Mr. 
Naſh to amend for the Future, and would lay 
" down a Reſolution for that Purpoſe, To which 
Mr. Naſb replied, F I miſlale not, you have 
laid down your Reſolution long ago ; I would there- 
fore adviſe to take up a Reſolution to amend. 


A Chimney-ſweeper's Boy had juſt ſwept the 
Chimney at a Barber's Shop in London, where 
Mr. Naſh happened to go to he ſhaved, on his 
coming to Town ; and while the Boy was tying 
1 up his Soot, ſome of the Journeymen, who were 
3 | at Work in the Shop, being inclined to exer- 
| L i ciſe their Wit on the poor Lad, among other 

bl Queſtions aſked him, what Trade his Father 
was? To which the Boy very archly replied. 
| 1. 1 ; 5 ba- 


J IR a 


[95] 


What Trade ? why ; my Father was 4 Barber, 
and I might have been a: Barber (00 ; but to tell you 
the Truth, I did not like ſuch a blackeuard Buſineſs. 
Which fbrewd Kepartee ſo ſtruck Mr. Naph, 


that he put bis Hand in his Pocket and gave 
him half a Crown, 


Ma Nah being once engaged at a Party 
of Cards at a Tavern; aſter playing a conſider- 
able Time, the Company in general were for 


| giving over; when one of them propoſed playing 


for four Bottles of Wine for the Good of the 
Houſe. For the Good of what? ſays Nah, 


For the Good of the Houſe, replied the Man. 


Tul tell you -what, ſays Naſh, you may do as you 
pleaſe, Gentlemen, but for the Good of my Houſe, | 
Tl go home. 


Mx. Naſh has often declared that few Things 
tickled his Fancy ſo much as the following, of 
which he was an Ear-witneſs. A humorous 
Fellow, a Carpenter, being ſubpoena'd as a2 
Witneſs on a Trial for an Aſſault; one of the 
Counſel, who was very much given to brow- 
beat the Evidence, aſked him what Diſtance 
he was from the Parties when he ſaw the De- 
fendant ſtrike the Plantif? The Carpenter 


_ anſwered, «+ Juſt four Feet five Inches and a 


oo OS half.“ 


— 


( 28 ] 
helf.“ „ Prithee, Fellow, ſays the Counſel, 


how is it poſſible you can be ſo very exact as 


to the Diſtance ? ” Y/þhy to tell you the Truth, 
ſays the Carpenter, I theught perhaps that ſome 
Fool or other might aſk me, and ſo I meaſured it. 


A Reply of a Kind ſomewhat fimilar to this, 
was given to Sir 7ohn Strange, (whoſe father 
was a Shoemaker) who was not remarkable for 
treating the Witneſſes with too great Civility. 
In a Trial between the Company of Cordwain- 
ers, Plaintiffs, againſt a Perſon for exerciſing. 
the Trade of a Shoemaker, not having ſerved 


bis I ime thereto; a Witneſs, on behalf ef 


the Company was thus interrogated by Sir John. 
« Here, you Fellow, tell me, don't you think, 
that as the Defendant has carried on the Bufi- 
neſs ſeveral Years, that he underſtands taking 
Meaſure and making Shoes as well as you who 
ſerved your Time to it.“ No, replied the Fellow, 
nor you neither, for all your Father was a Shoe- 
maker. | 


Mx. Naſh uſed to pleaſe himſelf with telling 
a whimſical fort of a Gentleman, whoſe Name 
was So, who left twenty Guineas by Will to be 
given to the Parſon of the Pariſh, to make his 


Epitaph in Verſe, enjoining that his Name 


n 43 ſhould 


Ne 1 

ſhould be mentioned as often as poſſible in it. 
On the Death of the Gentleman, the Clergy- 
man was applied to, and informed of the above 
Clauſe in his Will, Accordingly he began the 
Me wah as follows. 2 een 


So did he live, Ss did he die. 


Here he ſtopped, and was at a Loſs how to pro- 9 
ceed, when meeting accidentally with an Ac- 
quaintance, who was a Man of a remarkably. 
witty Turn, he told him the Affair, how he 
was perplexed to finiſh it, and expreſſed his 
Fears leſt he ſhould loſe that Legacy. When, 
his Friend defiring him to write down the above 
Line, he immediately added e and it t tood 
thus : 


8e did he live, So did he die. © 

So, nia ho So? So let him lie. Ne 5 
Ma. Naſh, fell in ca at a Coffee- 
Houſe at St. James's with a Gentleman who 
was remarkably ſmall of Stature, as well as 
remarkably pert and overbearing in Converfa- 
tion. In ſhort, he in the Courſe of an Argu- 
ment threw out ſome perſonal Reflections on 
Mr. Naſh; which exaſperated the latter ſo much, 


D 3 that 


[ 30 ] 


that he aſked him what he meant by ſuch Be- 
baviour, and who he was? To which the 
dapper Gentleman anſwered, that he was one 
of the Maſters of the greateſt Public Grammar 

School in England. One of the Maſters © re. 
| turns Naſb, I rather think, by the Size of your 
| Perſon and Under/tanding, that you are one of the 
Boys. | | 


_ AnoTreR Time Mr, Naſh, being in Com- 
pany where there was a Gentleman of a very 
ſtudious Diſpoſition, who ſometimes, from In- 
| tenſeneſs of 'Thought, was guilty of very ridi- 
culous Miſtakes ; it , happened that Night he 
fell into one of his Reveries, and Mr. Naſb's 
Snuff-box lying open on the Table, the Gen- 
leman got up and ſpit in the Box. Naſh, who 
was a Stranger to the Gentleman and his Cha- 
rater, was very angry, and aſked him what 
he meant by it? The Gentleman rouſed 
from Thought as one from a Dream, as ſoon 
as he recollected himſelf begged a thouſand Par- 
dogs, alledging that he was abſent. Abſent, 
a ſays Naſh, I wiſh with all my Heart you had 
been abſent, then my Snuff would not have been 
Heile. 
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Mx. Na had frequent Diſputes with a Gen- 


born in England, relative to the Superiority of 
the two Nations in point of Wit. The Gentle- 
man aſſerted, that the Engliſh were by no Means 
a Match for the French in Repartee and Sallies 
of Humour. Naſb allowed, that the French had 


more Vivacity, and were more loquacious; but 


that notwithſtanding the Engliſb we re far from 
valuing themſelves upon a Qualification of ſuch 
trivial Confequence, yet as many real bons Mons 
paſſed in the Aſſemblies of the polite of this K ing- 
dom as in thoſe of Franc; and that as for our 
lower Claſs of People it was certun they were 
excelled by that of no Nation in the-World for 
genuine natural Humour; and added, that he 
ſcarce ever paſſed along the Streets of London, 
or mingled in a Crowd there on any Occaſion, 


but he met with ſome Inſtances in Probf of 


this Aſſertion. It happened that in their Re- 
turn from the Coffee-houſe, where this Con- 
verſation was held, to St. Fames's End of the 
Town, there was a Crowd aſſembled to ſee a 
Man ſtanding on the Piltory 3 on which the 
Gentleman propoſed to Mr. Naſt to ſecure 
| their Pockets, and mingle among the Mob, 
by Way of Experiment, to confirm or anal 
the Character the latter had wen of the Hd- 
—— nmour 


tleman who was of French Extraction, tho 


— _ <6 3 — by , * o 7 — [ r 
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mour of the common People. As the Delin- 
quent in the Pillory was placed there for keep- 
ing a diſorderly Houſe, the Populace looking 
on it as an inconſiderable Offence, did not 
throw any Thing at, or ill treat him, as is 
uſual for Crimes of a different Nature; there- 
fore the Fellow was quite eaſy and unconcern- 
end, and lifted the upper Part of the Pillory 
ſometimes higher, and then let it lower again 
quſt to ſuit himſelf. Upon which one of the 
Spectators, who ſtood there with a Load upon 
his Head, feeing the Offender fo dextrous, 
ſaid, D-——s it, tis my Opinion this Fellow has 
ſerved his Time to the Piilory, be is ſo handy about 
it. To which a droll Rogue in a leather A- 
pron, replied, Served his Time to it? You may 
be ſure he has; don't you ſee he is ſet up for him- 
ſelf ? Set up ſays another, how can he be ſet up, 
when he land; f why you fooliſh Dog, rejoined he 
who ſpoke ſecond, Don't you know it is a ſtand- 
ing Bufmeſs? And now a Fellow in a woollen 
Cap calls out to the Man in the Pillory. Harkee, 
. Cocky, ſays he, had you not rather the Jokes ſhould 
fly about than the ratten Eggs ? Aye ſure, Maſter, 
| e the Man, though it was an Account of ſome 
Sort of Fokes, I got my Head into this Hole. At 

this Time, a Barrow-woman added one more 
to the Aſlembly; ; when a Porter accoſts her, 


1 ein with 


( 33 1 1 
with, Mell, Moll, what brought you here To 
which ſhe returned, Curioſity and my Legs, 
Jack; now 1 hope the Fool's anſwered. Fool, 
ſays the Fellow, what de you mean by that, you 


Slut ? Why, rejoined ſhe, you muf! be a Fool, 
becauſe you can neither read or write. Very true, 


anſwered the Porter, but I can ſet my Mark ; 
and immediately ftriking her in the Face, gave 
her a black Eye: This brought on a Battle 
between the Porter and a Man who took the 


Woman's Part; when Mr. Naſb and his Friend 5 
made the beſt of their Way out of the Crowd, 


kighly diverted with the above and ſeveral 


other Specimens of low Wit; which the Gen- 
tleman allowed to be as good Puns as many to 
be met with in the French Collections of Bons 


Mots. 


ing Way, For Goodneſs Saks, what is to be ſaid © 


for theſe Things ? — Nothing, that I know of,* 
replied Mr. Naſh, is to be ſaid for them, but 


much againſt them. 


A Gen- 


A Friend of Mr. Naſb's complained to him, 
that the Extravagance and ill Conduct of his 
Wife had almoſt ruined him, and concluded, 
with a very common Phraſe, in the complains 
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A Gentleman was joking with a Phyſician, 
in the Preſence of Mr. Naſh, concerning the 
Faculty's wearing Swords, ſaying he thought it 
an abſurd Cuſtom ; as theirs ought to be rather 
a Dreſs of Gravity As Gaiety, and therefore 
they ſhould leave the Sword to the military 
and other Gentlemen. But Mr. Naſh infiſted 
it was quite a neceſſary Cuſtom 3 and upon 


being aſſ'd his Reaſons for it, he reply'd, in order 


that they may defend themſelves againſt the Reſent- 
ment of Friend and Relations of the many Patients 
* ſend out of the World, 


When Mr. Naſh was once in "OV 2 
Friend of his, who was very fond of Fine Ale, 
perſwaded him to go with him to a Houſe 
which was famous for ſelling that Liquor in 
Perfection. When they were there, Mr. Naſh 
was deſirous of paſſing an Hour or two at a 
Game of Draughts ; and accordingly aſked the 
Landlord if he had a Draught-board in the 
Houſe? when being informed he had not, J 
ſuppoſe then, ſays Naſh, you never ſuffer any 
Draughts in your Houſe, except Draughts of Ale. 


A Story has been frequently told of Mr. Naa, 


which perhaps may, with as much juſtice, be. 


attributed to others; however, as it redounds 
to 


1351 
to his advantage, the Reader will excuſe our 
inſerting it, without bringing Teſtimonials of 
the Truth; it being, I think, agreed, that a 
Compiler of Story-books is not obliged, by any 
Law in being, to ſwear to the Truth of all 
which he relates. When Naſßb was in Italy, 
he was miſtaken for a Phyſician, and a Doctor 
is almoſt as good a Name to travel with as that 
of Captain. He readily anſwered to it. 
It happened at this Time that a Cardinal, 
eminent for his Charity and Moderation, as 
well as Learning, was in a declining Way, 
and given over by his Phyſicians; and hearing 
that an Engliſb Phyſician was. in Town, and 
concluding that ſome Medicines, or a Know- 
ledge of the Difeaſe he was afflicted with, 
might be diſcoyered in England, which had 
eſcaped the Obſervation of the /talians, he ſent 


for Dr. Naſh. Our new-dubbed Phyſician, 
who wanted neither Countenance nor Addreſs, 
waited on his Eminence; and finding him af- 
flicted with a Complaint which he had ſeen 
cured by a mighty ſimple Remedy in the Weſt 
of England, he ventured to aſſure the Cardinal 
that he could give him Relief. The Cardinal, 
deſirous to know by what means? It is, re- 
plied Naſh, by a Water, as much eſteemed in 
my Country as holy Water js in your's ; and, 
| though 
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though the Flavour may not be ſo grateful, I 


will engage for its Efficacy.” The Cardinal 
ſmiled, and directly 955 himſelf under our 
Dector 8 Care, 


„Dat Naſh Gupplied” his Patient with this 
Water of Life every Morning and Evening 
for near five Weeks ; in which Time the Car- 
dinal moſt miraculouſly recovered. Finding 
himſelf ſo well, he one Day ſent for the Doc- 
tor to dine with him; and after making him a 
noble Preſent for his Attendance, he begged 
the Favour of Naſb to oblige him with a Re- 
cipe to make the Water, or at leaſt to let him 
know when he might be able to get it, in caſe 
his Diſorder ſhould return after his Departure 
for England. Sir, ſays Naſh, | always intend- 
ed to oblige your Eminence with my-Secret | 
but there is another Party concerned with me 
in the Medicine, whoſe Conſent I know I can 
obtain; and as it is a fine Day, if you will do 
me the Honour of your Company, we will 


take a ride to my Coadjutor, and finally ſettle 
the Affair. The Cardinal greatly rejoiced at 


the Candour, Generofity, and Friendſhip of 


his Phyſician, and not a little pleaſed with the 
Benefit he had received from the Medicine, or- 


dered bis ** to ha got ready, and rode out 
| with 


[ 37 ] 


with Naſb, who led him into the Country, 
where there was Plenty of Paſture Ground and 
many. Cows. Here, ſays Naſh, we are to 
alight; then taking a Pint Cup out of his 
Pocket, he waited for an Opportunity, ahd, 
from the firſt Cow that ſtaled, he catched the 
Cardinal a Doſe of his Cordial Water, and 
preſenting it to him. * This, Sir, ſays he, 
is my Medicine, and that is your Apothecary, 
whom you may uſe as Occaſion ſhall require.” 
The Cardinal laughed exceſſively, and taſting 
the Fluid, and finding it the very ſame which 
he had been drinking ſo long and with ſuch 
Succeſs, called it the Bleſſed Water, and 
deſired Leave of his Doctor to make it public 
for the Benefit of Mankind. Naf conſented; 
but as this Adventure gained him among his 
Acquaintance the Name of the Cow-Doctot, 
he ſeldom heard it repeated witf Complacency 
and Lemper: for the Reader may remember 
that Naſb rode naked on a Cow for a Wager; 
an Account of which the Reader may fee in 


his Life lately publiſhed. 


Tris Medicine is now in Jah as well as 
England, called the All- Flower Mater. 


E 2; Tam 
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TuIs Cardinal, we are told, was ever after 
fond of the Engliſh; and having once an Oc- 
caſion to fail for Portugal, he made Choice of 
an Engliſh Veſlel for that Purpoſe. The Winds 
happened to prove unfavourable, and ſo pro- 
longed the Voyage, that his Eminence, who 
had Jaid in no great Stock of Proviſions, be- 
gan to be in Want, eſpecially of Fiſh, which 
ſome Days in the Week he could not do with- 
out. The Captain perceiving this, told the 
Cardinal, That there was a Fiſh in his Coun- 
try very much eſteemed by ſome of his Catho- 
lic Friends, which he would preſent him with 
a Slice of, if agreeable. The Cardinal thank- 
ed him for the Favour, and the Captain 
produced an excellent Piece of Brawn ; which 
his Eminence, not knowing what it was, 
eat of moſt heartily, and declared to the Cap- 

' tain, it waSthe fineſt Fiſh he had ever taſt- 
ed; at the ſame Time deſiring to know the 
Name of it, that he might procure himſelf 
ſome for his Friends in England. The Captain 
told him it was Brawno ; and that he would 

give him farther Information when he came to 

| Liſbon. When they arrived in the Harbour, 
the Cardinal applied to the Captain for his 
Directions about the Brawno; but the Cap- 
tain, after aſking his Eminence Pardon for 
ſome- 


39 
ſome what impoſing on bim, confeſſed the 
Truth, and told him that was not Fiſh, but 


Hog's Fleſh; and that he had given it to his 
Eminence as Fiſh, becauſe he perceived, that 


by living in the Manner he did in ſuch 


tempeſtuous Weather, he would have been 
ſick before he got to Liſbon, The Cardinal 
thanked him for his Care, and for keeping it a 
Secret from him, adding withal, "Ihat he 
thought every Engliſhman tas a Doctir; fer that 
be was once cured of a dangercus Diſorder by juſt 
uch a Mad-cap as himſclf, | 


Ax Author came into a Bookſeller's Shop 
where Naſh was reading, and offered a Poem 
to ſell, The Bookſeller refuſing 'to give the 
Money he aſked, he turned ſhort round, and 
ſaid he would carry it home; for that he did 
not care how much Wit he had in Hand. 
True, ſays Naſb, and I think you ſhould always 


| keep ſome in Hand, my Friend, for I fancy you 


have but little in Head. 


. A Gentleman where Naſh was in Company, 
was ſpeaking of the Behaviour of one of our 
late Monarchs; and obſerved, that his Ma- 
jeſty was ſo diſconcerted at the Oppoſition the 

, Miniſtry made to a Gentleman whom he want- 
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E - edin Ofce, that he threw up the Saſh, lean'd 
cut of Window, and would not ſpeak a Word. 
After a conſiderable Time, the Nobleman who 
| was waiting to write down his Majeſty's In- 
| ſtructions, aſked him whoſe Name he would 
| p'eaſe to have put in the Patent; the Devil's, 
| it you will, ſaid the King: And would your 
| Majeſty, ſays he, have the Addreſs run in 
| the uſual Form, of my dearly beloved Couſin and 
_ Conjclcr? The King was fo pleaſed with this 
bY Stroke of Wit, that he laughed 4mmoderately. - 
„, ſays Naſh, but my Lord was not fo well 
' plenſed ; for, as the Place was not given to the 


Devil, he had not an Opportunity of obliging bis 
.d and moſt intimate Acquaintance, 


Nasn, in a Market Town in the Country, 
1.44 Occaſion to employ a Porter about ſome 
. neſs, in which he blundered egregiouſly, 
but Naſh in a Paſfon, who ſcolded the 
der ſeverely: Zounds ! Sir, ſays the Fel- 
e, (unable to bear his Reproaches any long- 
| 2 tell me what you'd have, and I'll get it 
Li 5 yous Then get me, you Puppy, a greater 
# Fool than yourſelf, ſays Naſh. Away went 
the Porter, and meeting with the Mayor of 
the Town, told him, Mr. Naßb was at that 
| Inn, and wanted to ſpeak with him. Na/b, you 


* 


muſt 


(4] 


miſt imagine, was greatly ſurpriſed when his 1 
Worſhip told him the Reaſon of his Viſit, and 
to excuſe himſelf, fairly confeſſed what paſſed 
between him and the Porter ; upon which the 
Mayor ſet out in a Paſſion, and immediately 
ordered the Fellow into the Stocks: As ſoon 


as Naſh was .aformed of this, he repeated theſe 
Lines in Pope : 


“ Unhappy Wit, like moſt miſtaken Things, 
* Attones not for the Miſchicf that it brings.” 


And then ſaid he would go and comfort the 
poor Devil a little. When he came to the Place 
where the Delinquent was confined, he thus 
conſoled him, Sirrah, ſays he, being a poor 
Man, what Bufmeſs have you with Wit? It is 
an Ingredient which the Rich cannit manage but 
to their Diſadvantage; and turning round to 
one of his Friends, my Lord,— ſays he, bas ſo 
much Mit, that he never can keep a Guinea in his 
Packet ; and Colonel „ becauſe of his Mit, 
never could keep a Friend : Mit is ever dealing in 

Difficulties, you ſee it has brought this Man to the 
Stocks, who, if a Fuel, might have been Mayor 
of the Town, and have ſent athers here; then 
giving him a Guinea, there Friend, ſaid he, is 
ſomething for you ; now go Home, and fludy Stu- 
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pidity; That I will Maſter, faid the Fellow, 


I ludy the whole Corporation. 


I cannot quit his Worſhip, without men- 


tioning ſome Circumſtances of his Behaviour, 


which are truly characteriſtic, and which I 
have heard Naſb tell with great Glee. 


In the Beginning of the laſt Rebellion, his 
wiſe Worſhip formed a Scheme, which he ſaid 
would be of Service to the Government; and, 
as Mayor of the Corporation, ſuppoſed he had 
2 Right to ſummon all the Juſtices who lived 
in the County to attend kim. His Orders 
were iſſued accordingly ; but at the Day of 
Meeting, no Body came, but two Wags, pur- 
poſely to hear what he would be at: His 
Worſhip waited a great while with Impatience, 
and then biting his Lip, vowed Vengeance 
on all that were abfent ; I'll put, fays he, III 
put a great G upon all their Names, and ſend 
it up to the King. But why, ſays one of the 
Gentlemen, Why G? For Facebite, ſays his 
Worſhip. The Gentlemen highly pleaſed 
with this Specimen of his ſcholaſtic Know- 


ledge, commended his Reſolution, and left, him. 


Tus Gentleman behaved with almoſt as 
much Sagacity at another Time, when a 


young 
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young Fellow was brought before him for 
getting a Girl with Child. The Fellow, it 
ſeems, had refuſed to marry her, notwithſtand- 
ing the Severity of his Worſhip's Threats and 
Commands; upon which he called out to 77- 
mothy his Clerk, who happened alſo to be his 
Brewer, to know what Puniſhment it was for 
getting Girls with Child? J/hipping, Sir, quoth 
Timothy. Then reach me down the Horſe-whip, 
fays the Mayor; and with this Inſtrument, 
and his own Hand, did his Worſhip put the 
Laws in Execution, For which afterwards, a 

Lawyer, in his Turn, whipped his Worſhip 
with an Action for an Aſſault and Battery, 


Ox of the Gameſters frequenting Bath, 
having married a Lady who brought forth a 


Son before his female Acquaintance had finiſh- 
ed her Reckoning, the Company aſked Naſh 
what Sign it was, where fix took Place of 


nine? Sign, ſays Naſh, why, it is 4 Sięn that 
he 1s a good Gameſſer. 


- SoME Years ago there was an ingenious Phy- 
Tician at Bath, who had waited for Patients till 
his Finances were out of Repair inſomuch, 
that Nals one Day met "ns in the Street dreſs- 

; ed 
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ed with a large Muff upon his Hand, but ins 
ragged Night-gown. Such an uncommon Ap- 


pearance excited the Attention of Naſh, as 


well as others; who, going up to the Doctor, 
aſked him the Reaſon of his appearing in that 
Character. This, Sir, Neceſſity has done for 


me, ſays the Doctor. Then Neceſſity, ſays Naſh, 


has made you a Raggamuffn : But notwithſtand- 
ing the Coarſenefs of the Joke, Nah felt for 
the poor Gentleman, and did him ſome ſignal 
Services. 

A Gentleman in the Weſt of England had a 
Preſent made him of an exceeding fine Oſtrich, 
which excited the Curioſity of the Country, 
and ſuch Numbers went to ſee it, that, had 
he been a Man of Spirit, he might with Re- 
putation have ſpent half his Fortune; but as 
he was an egregious Miſer, the Hiſtory of that 


Country tells us, it never coſt him a ſingle Bot- 


tle of Wine. Naſh, among others, was taken 
by a Relation of the Gentleman's to ſee this 
uncommon Creature. It was in the Summer- 
time, and they had travelled a great Way with- 
out any Refreſhment: Upon which, Neb de- 
fired his Friend to make a Motion for ſome- 
thing to drink; but he knowing his Coutin's 
Diſpoſition, declined it. While they were 
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viewing the Animal, a Diſpute aroſe between 
the two Kinſmen, whether the Account of its 
eating and digeſting Iron was true, or falſe. 
After much Altercation it was left to the De- 
ciſion of Mr. Naſh; who boldly affirmed, that 
they did eat Iron; and it is my Opinion, ſays he, 
this Devil has eaten the Key of the Cellar, or we 
ſhould have been aſced to drink before now. 


A Nobleman, remarkable for his Wit,. uſu- 
ally diverted himſelf at Morgan's Coffee-houſe, 
by diſputing with a Gentleman who was ex- 
tremely poſitive, and at the ſame Time in- 
tenſely dull; and this was carried on ſo long, 
and fo frequently repeated, that the Company 
began to ſicken at it; this ſomewhat hurt his 
Lordſhip (indeed, as it would any Man to 
have his Wit paſs unnoticed) and ſeeing Naſh: ! 
fit glumm at the next Table, he aſked what 
had ſo much engaged his Thoughts. Why, ſays 
Naſb, to ſpeak Truth, I have been thinking it a 
great Pity your Lordſhip was not Prentice to a 
Fidler, for you are always at Play 19 the H um- 


ſtrum. 


A Gentleman was once at Supper with Mr. 
Naſb, who had loſt a large Sum of Money, which 
he could ill ſpare, and by that means had dif- 

concert- 
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concerted his Footman, who had Tived many 
Years in the Family, and had a great Aſſection 
for him. After Supper the Gentleman ſent 
this Servant with his Box to a particular Shop 
for ſome Snuff, when he returned, the Gen- 
tleman applied a Pinch to his Noſe, and found 
it not the Sort he wanted; upon which he 
queſtioned his Servant about it; who told him, 
that they had no Snuff left at that Shop, and 
therefore he went to another, for he thought he 
muſt bring ſome Home with him. You thought 


you Dog, ſays the Gentleman, what Bulineſs 


had you to think. Nay, Sir, ſays the Footman, 
it is fit ſome of us ſhould, This Anſwer, tho? * 
impertinent, was ſo well pointed, and was de- 
livered with ſo much Concern in the Man's 


_ Countenance, that the Maſter made no Re- 


ply; and Na/h pleaſed with the Man's Fide- 


lity, and Affection for his Maſter, and the 


Family, ſent for him the next Day and gave 
him a Guinea, 


NoTwiTHSTANDING Naſh valued himſelf 
much on his Wit, he was frequently overmatch- 
ed, and ſometimes let down even by the common 
People. An Inſtance of this I once was Wit- 
neſs of at an Inn upon the Road; when Naſh, 


being informed that a Carrier who ſtopped at 
| the 


[497]. 


the Door was an arch Fellow, thus attacked 
him. - Why, they tell me, my Friend, that 
you are a very wiſe Man; May be fo, ſays the 
Fellow. And that you know all London, con- 
tinued Naſh, and every Body in it ; Pray can 
you tell where 1 live ? In Knaves Acre, ſays the 
Carrier; Ay, but I am about to move, ſays Naſh, 
And that will be to Tyburn, quoth the other. 


THe Carrier was afterwards aſked by the 


Landlord whether he had ſeen his Nephew, and 
what Trade he was apprenticed to? A Mutton- 


fye Maker, anſwered the Fellow; and, when out 
of his Time, he intends to take you in Partner 


with him; ſo that you may ſteel Sheep upon 


the Downs here, and he'Il Pye them off in Lon- 
don. Faith you'll have a rare Trade on it. I 
hope we may, ſays the Landlord, and you ſhall 
be our Carrier. Thar I would with Pleaſure, ſays 
the Fellow, rf you were both going to the Gallows, 


Nas being one Day informed, that a Gen- 
tleman. had abuſed him. in the Coffee-room, 
and called him an immoral Man, and a Whores 
manger, went to him before he had left the 
Company, and thus addreſſed him. Sir, I hear 
that you-have been pleaſed, in my Abſence, to 
take great Liberties with my Character, and, 

| as 
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[ 48 ] 
as I never gave you, or the Public, to my 


Knowledge, any Offence, I think, I have ſome 
Right to call you to Account for this extraor- 


dinary Behaviour. The Gentleman was a 
little ſtartled, and aſked, what he had ſaid that 
was ſo much to his Diſadvantage? Why, among 
other Things, ſays Naſb, you called me W hore- 


monger, Which is a Character I abhor. Why, 
Mr. Naſh, I have been informed, ſays the Gen- 
tleman, that this is true. Then, Sir, you have 


been miſinformed, ſays Naſh, and you ought 
not to repeat idle Stories after ſuch idle Tongues. 
1 acknowledge, ſays he, I have a Woman lives 


in my Houſe, and that may have occaſioned 


the Miſtakes ; hut if I did keep her, a Man can 


no more be deemed a Whoremonger, from having 
one Whore in his Houſe, than a Cheeſemonger, 


Far having one Cheeſe, 


Tux laſt Revel exhibited at the Temple, was 


in Honour of King William, and conducted by 
Mr. Naſh. His Majeſty was ſo well pleaſed 


with the Management of the Maſter of the Re- 
vels (as Naſh was then called) and with the 


Decorum obſerved, that he offered to Knight 


him; but Naſh ſtepping up to the King, begged, 


Af the Honour of Knighthood was deſigned for him, 
that he might be made one of his Majeſty's poor 


Knights 
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Knights of Windſor, and then, ſaid he, my For- 
tune would be ſufficient to ſupport my Title. 


We are told that Queen Anne offered Naſh 
the ſame Honour, which he again refuſed. 
The Queen, a little ſurprized, deſired to 
know the Reaſon of his Refuſal. Naſh told 
his Majeſty he was afraid to be knighted, left 
Sir William Read the Mountebank (who had 
been juſt knighted) /hould call him Brother. 


Wren Naſh was one Evening employed in 


Ir iliſpire's Room in collecting Money for the 


Bath Hoſpital, a Lady entered, who is more 
remarkable for her Wit than her Charity ; and 
not being able to paſs by him unobſerved, ſhe 


gave him a Pat with her Fan, and faid, You 


muſt put deton a Trifle for me, Naſh, for I haue 
n) Money in my Packet, Yes, Madam, fays he, 
that I will with Pleaſure, if your Grace will 
tell me when to ſtop; then taking an handful 
of Guineas out of his Pocket, he began to tell 
them into his white Hat, one, two, three, 
four, five. Hold, hold, ſays the Dutcheſs, 
conſider what you are abut, Conſider your Rank 
and Fortune, Madam, fays Naſh, and conti- 
nued telling, fix, ſeven, eight, nine, ten. 
Here the Dutcheſs called again, and ſeeme1 


F angry. 
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angry. Pray compoſe yourſelf, Madam, cried* 
Najh, and don't interrupt the Work of Cha- 
rity; eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fif- 
teen. Here the Dutcheſs ſtormed, and caught 
hold of his Hand. Peace, Madam, ſays Naſb; 
you ſhall have your Name written in Letters 
of Gold, Madam, and upon the Front of the 
Building, Madam, ſixteen, feventeen, eigh- 
teen, nineteen, twenty. I won't pay a Far- 
thing more, fays the Dutcheſs, Charity hides 
a Multitude of Sins, replies Naſh, twenty-one, 
twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four, twen- 
ty-five. Naſh, ſays the, I proteſt you ſrighten 
me out of my Mits, L—d, T ſhall die! Madam, 
you will never die with doing Good ; and if 
you do, it will be the better for you, anſwered 
Naſh, and was about to proceed ; but perceiv- 
ing her Grace had loſt all Patience, a Parley 
enſued; when he, after much Altercation, a- 
greed to ſtop his Hand, and compound with 
her Grace for thirty Guineas. The Dutcheſs, 
however, ſeemed diſpleaſed the whole Evening, 
and when he came to the table where ſhe was 
playing, bid him, ſland farther, an ugly Devil, 
for ſhe hated the Sight of him, But her Grace 
afterwards, having a Run of good Luck, called 
| Naſh to her: Come, ſays ſhe, I will be Friends 
with you, though you arc a Fool; and to let you ſee 

Jam 
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Jam not angry, there are ten Guineas more for your 
Charity. 


Nas ſeldom boaſted of his Family or I earn- 
ing; and his Father's Name and Circuin{tan: 
ces were ſo little known, that Dr. Cheney uſed 
frequently to fay, that Naſh had no Father. 
The Dutcheſs of Marlboraugh one Day rally- 
ing him in public Company upon the Obſcu- 
rity of his Birth, compared him to Gu Blas, 
who was aſhamed of his Father. No, Madam, 
| replied Nah, I ſeldom mention my Father in Com- 
| Pany ; not becauſe I have any Reaſen to be aſhamed 
of bim, but becauſe be has ſome Reaſon io be 4 
- ſhamed of me. 


A 8 was once propoſed to ſtrke 
a Medal in Honour of the Recovery of the 
Prince oſ Orange by the Bath Waters, Appli- 
cation was accordingly made to an eminent 
Artiſt for a Deſign; which was executed, and 
ſhewn to many of the Nobility and Gentry. 
Moſt of them thought it out of Character, and 
ill executed; but, as they were divided in 
their Opinion, it was referred to N; and 
the Gentleman who carried it to him deli. 
vered it in a Paſſion, and ſaid it was a Pick- 


pocket Fiece of Work: Dow't be angry, ſaid. 
F 2 * > Na 


e 
Na, „looking at the Piece, don't be angry, my 


Lord, the Man may be a very bonefl Man, for 1 
ſee he is no Deſigner. | 


A Gentleman ſeeing Naſh go out very finely 
dreſſed, after the mutual Compliments, aſked 
where he was going? Going, ſays Naſh, why J 
am gong to advertiſe: What, ſays the Gentle- 
man ? hy, myſelf, quoth Naſh, for that's the 
only Uſe ef a fine Coat. 


AT one of our public Schools, the Eunuch 
of Terence was got up, and exhibited by the 


| Scholars. Naſb was preſent at the Perform- 


ance, which indeed deſerved and obtained the 
greateſt Applauſe ; but the good Doctor think- 
ing one of the Scenes too luſcious, had cut it 
out ; for which he was commended by moſt of 
the Auditors, who faid, it was a Mark of true 
Taſt and Judgment. I twill not diſpute either 
the Doctors Taſte or Judgment with you, ſays 
Naſh; but I think it was a cruel Thing f him to 
caſtrate a Eunuch. 


A Gentleman travelling with Naß, who 
had a bad Guinea in his Pocket, called his 
Servant to the Side of the Poſt-Chaiſe; Tom, 
ſays he, here's a Guinea, which is teo light, 
and 
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and I can get no body to take it, do you ſee and 
part with it ſomehow or other on the Road. 
Yes, Sir, ſays the Footman, TII endeavour. 
Naſb remonſtrated againſt this as both diſhoneſt 
and cruel ; but the Gentleman only laughed at 
his Admonition, and ſaid he knew nothing of 
the World. When they came to their Inn at 
Night, tke Gentleman called to his Servant 
to know if he had paſſed off the Guinea? Ves, 
Sir, ſays the Man, I did it fily; Aye, Toms 
ſays the Maſter, 1 fancy thou art a fly Sort of 
a Fellow; but tell me how? My, Sir, fay the 
Footman, the People refuſed him at Breatlfa/t, 
and fo they did where your Honour dined; but as 
I had a Great to pay at the Turnpike, I whipped 
Brom 7 in between the Halſpence, and the Man Pur 
it in his Pocket, and : never ſaw it. 


Mx. Nohb, many years ago, happened to 
be at the Play-houſe at the Revival of Shate- 
ſprar's Twelfth Night. The Piece received 
| little Applauſe till the TY Lines were 
dclivered : 


dhe never told her Love:: 

But let Concealment, like a Worm ĩ th Bud, 

Prey on her Damaſk Cheek. She ping in 
Thought; mt EE, 
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And with a green and yellow Melancholy, 
. She fat like Patience on a Monument, . 
Smiling at Grief. — 


Here the n Theatre burſt into Applauſe; 
but Naſßb was obſerved to ſtand up and clap af- 
ter all the reſt had done; upon which a No- 
bleman in the Boxes called aloud to know 
what he meant by that Sort of Behaviour, 
FHhy, you clapp'd the Piece, my Lord, ſays Naſh, 
and I dap the Audience fir diſcovering ſo much 
true Tafie and Judgment. 


A Gentleman, who was Son to a Globe 
and mathematical Inftrument Maker, but poſ- 
ſeſſed a large Eſtate by the Death of a Rela- 
tion, was ſo intolerably weak and proud, that 
he could not bear to hear the leaſt Mention 
made of his Family. He had one Morning 
behaved very rudely in the Coffee-houſe ; upon 
which a Gentleman complained to Naſb of 
him, and aid, he was nat fit to keep Com- 
pany with Geutlemen; for that he knew no- 
thing of the World. I am ſorry fer that, ſays 
Nafh, I thought the Geutleman had underflood the 
IPerld very well; J am ſure he ought, for his 
Father has traverſed the Globe many a Time, and 

it is Hrange that he never accompanied him. 


Two 


I 1588); 

Two Gentlemen who came very hungry 
into the J/hite Lion at Bath, ordered three 
Fowls to be roaſted for Supper, which were 
brought upon the Table juſt as Mr. Naß came 
in to ſpeak with one of them about Buſineſs. 
They went out together, and while they were” 
abſent, the remaining Gentleman fairly chopt 
up all the Supper. When they returned, the 
other Gentleman was aſtoniſhed," and aſked 
Naſh what he thought of his Companion? 


Think, ſays Naſh, why, 1 think he is a very foul 
Feeder. 


Six Richard **** rallied Naſb one Morning 
in Simpſon's Room, and told the Company he 
had brought his Nephew Bob with him to Bath, 
who would beat Nafh out of the Pit; for he 
was a great Story-teller. I don't wonder at that, 
ſays Naſh, when he came * yr a lying Gene- 


ration. 


A Sharper was telling his Friends at Tun- 
bridge, that he had brought a young Baronet 
out of the Country, whoſe Merit he extol- 
led prodigiouſly, and at laſt added, that he 
was a very honeſt Man. He is to be pitied for 
that, ſays Naſh: What, for being an honeſt 
Man? fays the other. Ne, anſwered Naſh ; 

but 
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but being an honeſt Man, he is to be pitied for 
ht nee 


Nasn was once edi 2 Charity Sub- 
ſcription in Hiltfare's Room at Bath, when 
Sir Willam * * * was preſent; and after 
he had delivered a Sentence to the Company, 
he repeated it aloud in Sir J/i/liam's Ear. 
What doſt bellow thy Nonſenſe in my Ears 
for? ſays the Knight; Becauſe, replied Naſh, 
on theſe Occaſions yau are generally deaf. 


A Gentleman, who pretended to be a great 
Controverſionaliſt, and was fond of religious 
Diſputes,was in the Coffee-houſe in Bath talk - 
ing of the Fathers; of whom he was fo igno- 
rant, that having Occaſion to mention St. O- 
rigen, he called him St. Original: St. Original, 
| ſaid his Antagoniſt, who is that St. Original? 

Oh, ſays a Nobleman who ſat by, it can be 0 
—_ but Naſh. | 


pw {r= 7 th once told Naſh, that he was 
both the Butt and the Fool of the Company. 
No, Sir, ſays Nah, I am the Butt, and you — 
What? fays the Gentleman — Los are to ſup- 


Þly the Deficiency, ſays Naſh. 


Nazsu 
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| NasH often played Tricks with others; 
and, upon certain Occaſions, received very 
. ſevere Retaliations. Being at York Races, and 
having loſt all his Money, ſome of his Com- 
panions agreed to equip him with fifty Gui- 
neas, upon this Proviſo, that he would ſtand at 
the great Door of the Minſter in a Blanket, as 
the People were coming out of Church, To 
this Propoſal he readily agreed ; but the Dean 
coming by, unfortunately knew him, What, 
ſays the Doctor, Mr. Naſh in Maſquerade ? 
Only a Yorkſhire Penance, Mr. Dean, for keep<- 


ing bad Company, quoth Naſh, pointing to = 
Companions, | 


"Nan ſeeing a Gentleman before him in 
Fleet-fireet, whom he took for an old Acquaint- 
ance, ran after him; and, without ſpeaking a 
Word, clapped him on the Shoulder: How- 
ever, when the Gentleman turned, he diſco- 
vered his Error, and aſked Pardon ; but the 
other grumbled, and ſeemed diſpleaſed: Pray, 
don't be angry, ſays Naſh, why, I miſtook you for a 
very ho neſt Gentleman? How do you know but 
| I am ſo? ſaid the other ſurlily; VN, if you 
are, ſays Naſh, 1 ſhall be a ſecond Time diſap- 
pointed. 


Touch 


[38] 


Tuovon Naph, in a great Meaſure, lived 
by Gaming, he always abhorred the Practice 
of taking in the Ignorant and Unthinking. 1 
remember ance ſeeing a young Baronet of 
Fortune in Company with a Parcel of Sharp- 
ers, Who were poſting to their Place of Ren- 

deſvouz, when Naſh coming by, endeavoured 
to take him out of their Clutches ; but not be- 
ing able to effect his Purpoſe, he ſought the 
young Gentleman's Uncle, and thus addreſſed 
him: Ay Lord, ſays he, the Prigſit of Dagon 
have ju/t led your Nephew to be ſacrificed,” It is a 
Sin-offering, my Lord, and as it concerns your Fa- 
mily more than any other, I would adviſe you to par- 
take of the Oblation. His Lordſhip had the 
good Senſe to make a proper Uſe of this round- 
about hint, and got his Nephew out of their 
Hands. | | 


Tur ſame young Baronet being afterwards 
in Company with a Set of Sharpers, they ca- 
reſſed him in an extraordinary Manner; but 


took no notice of the Friend who was wit 
him, whom he knew to be a Man of good 


Underſtanding ; and therefore applied to his 
Friend to know the Reaſon why they were at 
ſuch a Diſtance with him. hy, Sir, ſays he, 


I have been caught already, and you never knew & 


good. 


or 

good Angler give himſelf the Trouble to play with 
Fiſh be had in ſafe Cuſtody; but if you'll only lend 
me your Purſe, you will find theſe well-bred Gen- 


tlemen will be Ws as courteous nd bind 
fo w_— 


A very large fat Woman, dreſſed in a very 
fine but inelegant Manner, and who ſet her- 
ſelf up for a Lady of wonderful Taſte, was 
complaining in Simp/on's Room of the Pert- 
"neſs of ſome young Ladies; adding, that it 
was not ſo in her Time. No, ſays a young 
Lady preſent, that was a fine Time, I'll en- 
gage: That it was, anſwered the other (and 
inftead of ſaying Halcyon) added in Raptures, 
theſe Days were Hullin Days indeed. What, 


ſays Naſh, was you nnn, 
now, Madam ? 


A young Gentleman in Tunbridge had played 
the looſe, and ran his Father, who was there 
with his Family, a good deal in Debt ; upon 
which the old Man laid hold of him, and 
caned him upon the Pantiles before all the 
Company; then turning to Naſh, who had 
interpoſed, aſked, If he ever ſaw ſuch a Fool 
in his Life, and what he thought of him? 
Sir, ſays Naſh, he is bad indeed, but it ſeems P 
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e 
be a Family Complaint and 7 hope you'll excuſe 


him. 


A e had told a moſt furprifing 
Story at Morgan's Coffee-houſe ; and, in order 


to enforce Belief, ſaid it was ſo unaccountable, 


ſo every' Way wonderful, that he neyer could 
have believed it, if he had not ſeen it himſelf ; 
yet, when the Company doubted of the Fact, 
he ſeemed angry, and turning round to Naſh, 
ſaid he thought himſelf ill uſed ; Net by me, 
ſays Naſh, nor by others, that I knowof ; we 
have none of us ſeen this wonder ful Phenomenon, 
and, as you Jay, you would not have believed it if 
you had not ſeen it, you ought to allow others i to be 
as. cautions 10 ſenſible as yourſelf. | 


A , famous for his Wit and Hu- 
mour, entered the Coffee houſe during this 
Debate, to whom the angry Gentleman com- 
plained of their Behaviour; and having re- 
peated the Story, and without waiting for an 
Anſwer, turned to the Company, and ſaid, 
that he knew his Lordſhip would believe it. 
Ob yes, (aid the Nobleman, that ['l! do, IIl be- 
lieve it with all my Heart ; 3 but there 15 not one in a 
hundred that would. 


i 
# . 


A Ba- 


f 6 1 

"A Bironet of litife Fortune, bet wa 1 
great Portion of Pride, and was coupled to a 
Woman chat bad altogether as much, conſult- 
ed Naſh about marrying his two Daughters, 
each of whom had been addrefled by ſeveral of 
their Acquaintance. 4 \Their Characters and 
Qualifications were particrlacly, mentioned to 
him; ; but there was a Complaint againſt each 
of them that they wanted Breeding, and both 
F ather and Mother declared, That they could 
not thi nk of marrying. their Children. to thoſe wha 
were not well bred. To this, Naſh made no 
Anſwer. The Baronet,, alter waiting ſome 
Time, deſired he would tell him without 
Diſguiſe his real Sentiments of the Matter ; 
My Advice in this Caſe, fays Naſb, can be M no 
Service; and therefore I muſi beg to be, excuſeds; 
far 1 find there are too, many, Debates about, Breed» 
ing in your Tanga ever n e Breeding 


in it. A 1 1 21 '4 „es 


9 j 4. 610 


A Lady, on got to Bak, ſeeing 
Naſh behave with ſo much Eaſe and Freedom 

to People of the firſt Diſtinction, aſked who' 
was his Dancing-maſter ? Naſb pretended not 
to hear; upon which a Nobleman, who ſat 
by, told her Ladyſhip, that it was one Mr. 
Aſſurance, who was allo Naſb's conflant Compa- 

G 


nion, 
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nion, and had inſtructed 19% of the fine-Gentle- 
men and Ladies t in Town. | | 


Ne bis" often declared i in public Com- 
pany, that when young he was abroad, and in 


an Engagement was wounded in the Leg. A 


Gentleman, who knew that Naſh would rodo- 
montade, and little Regard was to be paid ta 
theſe Sallies of Wit, turned to his Friend, 
and'afked if Naſh was really wounded in the 
Leg? Ny, there he is, ſaid the Gentleman, 
tet him ſpeak for himſelf; as for my Part, con- 
tinued he, I don't know that he has been ever 
wounded there, but I know he has received many 
large Wounds in his Reputation. 


Nas was once telling this Story about his 
being wounded in 2 very polite Company, who 
all wanted to- know where he received the 
Wound? Which he not anſwering immedi- 


ately, the old Dutcheſs of Marlborough told 


them, That /e was ſure. it muſt be in the Back ; 


for Naſh had too much Modeſty to look his Enemies 


in the Face. 


Ir has been obſerved, that ſew People were 
acquainted with Nas F aber, and we have 
8 1 


* 


f. 63 3 ] 

already Inſerted a Jeſt on that Occaſion. This 
was once the Topic of Converſation at Tun- 
bridge, when a Lady of Diſtinction deſired that 
ſome of them would inform her whoſe Child 
he was? Why, Madam, ſays a young No- 
bleman, he was the Child of Chance, who 
left him to be nurſed by Folly; and he has 
been always maintained at the Expence of 
the Public: At this the Company laughed ; 
but Nafb only whiſtled ; the Reaſon of which 
being aſked, he told them, he ahkvays did fo 
when his -Lordſhip's led Captain or Tuad- cater was 
abſent, that the Company might #tww when be 
aid 4 a T hinge 


_ In © Infancy of the Bath Waters, a Phy- 
ſician, who had been there affronted, wrote a 
Pamphlet to reduce their Eſtimation, and ſaid 
he ſhould, by that Means throw a Toad into 
their Spring. Neb, hearing this, offered to 
match his Hautboy againſt the Doctor's Head; 
and after that, oppoſed him with all the Vi- 
rulence of Muſic; in ſhort, the Conteſt was 
great, but Muſic won the Cauſe; and, as the 
Doctor died ſoon after, the Wags remarked, 

that it was extremely odd, that one Doctor 
ſhould ſet up that as an Antidote for the Sting 
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and Poiſon of the Yam, which had flung 
and NT bis Brother. 


R. Naſh: was one Lvetithg * at a Gentle- 
man's Houſe, when his Wife and Daughter 
came from a Viſit; and after chatting a little 
white with Mr. Naſh, they retired to change 
their Dreſs: On their coming into the Room 


again to paſs the Evening; $ Ladies, ſays 


Naſh, .you have been playing at yn rw 1 


OE" 99 dh 


4 


IT is well . ns Naſh 10 up ne 
Dignity of the Balls both at Bath and Tun- 
bridge, and would not ſuffer any Ladies to be 
admitted that were not properly dreſſed: A 
certain Dutcheſs, however, who was of too 
much Conſequence to be refuſed Admittance, 
came dreſſed in a white Apron, and making 
up diretly to him, Your Servant, Sir, faid 
ſhe, your Servant, Mr. Naſh, He ſaw that 
this was done to leſſen his Authority, and 


therefore anſwered coolly, - How do you do, 


Mrs. Abigail? What do you mean, ſays ſhe, 
you Puppy, do you take me for my Servant? 
Madam, fays Naſh, I beg your Grace's Pardo, 
and your ep * Pot ¶ fee oh are not baſſ 


fo handjome. © 


bis W 


A Gen- 


[ 65 } 


A Gentleman who was juſt come off A our- 
ney, found Means to get into the Ball-Room'” 
at Bath, accoutred in his Boots and Spurs, 
and a Whip in his Hand. Naſh immediately 
making up to him, told him he was glad to ſee 
him at Bath; but begged Leave to remind 
him of a Piece of Neglect which he had been 
guilty of. What is that, Sir, ſaid the Gen- 
tleman ? Ny, Sir, replied Naſh, I ſee yu" 
have gat ycur Boots, Spurs, and Whip, but you' 4 
have unfortunately * your Horſe behind, 


-4 


A Gentleman was once at Play with a Lady 

for conſiderable Stakes, which he, from Time 
to Time loſt, without either complaining, or 
taking the neceſſary Precaution to ſecure the 
Game: Upon which the young Lady's Father 

turning to Naſh, aſked which was the beſt 
Gameſter? Oh, the Gentleman, abundantly, ſa) s 
Naſh, he don't play for Diamonds but Hearts, 
And ſo it happened, for he played himſelf into 
the Lady's good Graces, and married her in a. 
few Days, though he was a Child of Fortune, 

and ſhe Heireſs to a conſiderable Eſtate. 


* Fd 


Nasn, like moſt other Wits, was too apt 
to ſay cruel Things, and to ſacrifice Decency, | 
and Good-nature to a Jeſt. One Day in the 


G 3 Grove, 


1665 


Grove he joined ſome Ladies, and aſking one 

of them, Who was crooked, whence ſhe came? 
She rep! ied, Strait from London. Indeed, Ma- 
„ ſaid he, then you muſt. have been confound 


dy ee by the Way. 


_ Houſe i in Bath was ſaid to be haunted by 
the Devil, and a great Noiſe being made a- 
bout 3 it, Nah went to the Miniſter of St. Ni- 
cheers, 85 and intreated him to drive the Devil 
out of Bath for ever, f it were my to obli ige the 
Ladies. N 


Va EY; SUEDE, to viſit the 823 Dr. 
| Clarke, The Do dor was one Day converſing 
with Locle, and two or three more of his learn- 
ed and intimate Companions, with that Free- 
dom, Gaiety, and Chearfulneſs, which is ever 
the Reſult of Innocence. In the Midſt of 
their Mirth and Laughter, the DoCtor, looking 
from the Window, ſaw Naſb's Chariot ſtop at 
the Door : Bovs, Boys, cried the Philoſopher to 
his Friends, let us nou!” be wiſe, =” here is 1 


Fool coming. 


- <4 


Nasn was one Day complaining in the fol- 
Towing Manner to the Earl of Cheſterfield of his 


bad * — Play : Would vou think it, my 
Lord, 


67) 


Lord, that damned Bitch Fortune, no later 
than laſt Night, tricked me out of 500. Is 
it not. ſurpriſing,, continued he, that.my Luck 
ſhould never turn; that 1 ſhould thus eternally 
be mauled ? / don't wonder at your loſing Money, 
Naſh, ſays his Lordſhip, but all the Warll is 15 
furpriſed how you get it to loſe. 9 
Doctor Cheney once, when Naſh was ill, 
drew up a Preſcription for him, which was ſent 
in accordingly. The next Day the Doctor 
coming to ſee his Patient, found him up and 
well ; upon which he aſked, If he had fol- 
lowed his Preſcription ? Followed your Preſerip« 
tion, cried Naſb, No. — Egad, if I bad, 1 
ſhould have broke my. Neck ; for J Jeng. i it out t of 
the T wo-pair of Stairs IVindow. 


— 


A A young Lady who was juſt come out of the 
Country, and affected to drefs in a very plain 
Manner, was fitting on a Bench, at Bath, as 
Nuſb and ſome of his Companions were paſſing 
by ; upon which, turning to one of them, he 
ſaid, There's a ſmart Country Girl, I will 
have ſome, Diſcourſe with her. Then go going 
up to the Lady, ſo Child, ſays he, you are 
juſt come to Bath, 1 ſee ; Yes, Sir, e 
the l And you have been 2 ; good Gul 


* lg 8 
In 


1 


LY 
1 
„ 


(6) 
in the Country, and learned to read your 
Book, I hope: Yes, Sir. Pray now, ſays he, 


let me examine you, I know you have read 


your Bible, and the Hiſtory of Tobit and his 


Da- Now can you tell me, What was the 


Dog's Name ? Yes, Sir, ſays the, his Name 
was Naſh, and an impudent Dog he was. | 


Nasn, though very moderate both in Ent- 
ing and Drinking, was remarkably fond of 
hot Suppers, and generally went to Bed ſoon 
after he had done ; which induced Dr. Cheney 
to tell him jeſtingly, that he behaved like other 
Brutes, and laid down as ſoon as he had filled 
his Belly. Very true, replied Naſh, and this 
Preſcription 1 had from my Neighbour”s Cow, who 
is a better Phyſician than you, and a ſuperior Fudge 


I Plants, natwithlanding you haue written 8 


neh on the vegetable Diet. 


A Wien who came to Bath for her 


| Health, and was reduced to the utmoſt Diſ- 


treſs, applied to Mr. Naſh for Relief. He heard 
her Caſe, and gave her ſomething to ſubſiſt on 
till he could contrive (as he told her) ſome 


| Method of finding her Subſiſtence till the Wa- 
ters had effected her Cure. The poor Wo- 


man was the next Week ſhut out of her Lodg- 
15 8 


[69] 
ings, and obliged to apply to Naſh again; who 
told her, that many of the Rich, who came 
there for Health, got well, and feeling no 
Pain themſelves, had loſt all Bowels of Com- 
paſſion to others; and that the Healthy, who 
came for Pleaſure, were grown ſick of the 
many charitable Subſcriptions he had handed 
about; therefore, in order to get you Mo- 
ney, Madam, ſays he, we muſt do fomething- 
to excite Curioſity. Do you go to Jahn Sinp- 
fon without W+ft-Gate,: and hire one of his 
Fack Aſſes for a Week, and take it to any 
Houſe in the Neighbourhood where you can 
have a convenient Lodging, and I will draw 
up an Advertiſement in your Favour. In ſhort, 
the Aſs was provided, the poor Woman pro- 
perly prepared; and in a few Days came dut 
the following Advertiſement, which was di- 
ſtributed in the public Rooms. Bere. ir i 
arrived in this City a Woman, whois the Wonder" 
, her Sen: She talks rationally,” reaſons wells 
| has a Face like other Women,” but has two het in 
ber A—— ; which are to be ſeen at any Hour'in 
the Day, paying Half -a Croum for Admittuncr. 
N. B. A decent Waman of good Character is provi- 
ded to hund in the Ladies; but the Sexes are te tum 
feparately; far Gentlemen and Ladies will not d. 
admuted who came together though any Num 
4 of 


C70 ] 
of either Sex may ſee at a Time. This excited 
Curiolity with a Vengeance; even the Ladies 
giggled, and aſked the Gentlemen if they had 
ſeen the Woman with the two Eyes. After much 
little Talk of this Sort in the Rooms, Naſb was 
deputed to enquire into this wonderful Phæ- 
nomenon; who, at his Return, made a Re- 
port exceedingly in her Favour; upon which 
a Number of Gentlemen went with him, and 
paid their Half Crowns; all of whom were 
well plcaſed ; and, as Naſh deſired, extolled 
the Curioſity amazingly, ſo that all the Gen- 
tlemen went with him, from Time to Time, 
to ſee the wonderful Woman with the two 
Eyes in — and ſo forth. At laſt the 
Ladies ventured under the Conduct of 2 
Matron whom ue had prepared for that 
Purpoſe: They were likewiſe wonderfully 
pleaſed, or pretended to be ſo; and all the La- 
dies at Bath ſaw the poor Woman with two 
Eyes, c. What excites the Curioſity of the 
Great, will operate wonderfully on the Little. 
This was the Laugh at every Table; and the 
Servants, who languiſhed for the Sight, were 


ſuffered to go, and admitted for a Shilling each; 
and then the two Eyes were ſhewn at this un- 
der Rate, till all the Inhabitants of Bath were 
ſatisſtied; when the poor Aſs was returned to 

| Toby 


Inl 

John Simpſon. again, that it might be ſaid, there 
was a Man in Bath who had as many Eyes in 
his A—ſs as any Woman whatever. 


ſ 


A Juſtice of Peace, who was ſtrongly poſ- 
ſeſſed of the Cacoethes Scribendi, or Itch of 
Scribbling, and had publiſhed a Book on various 
Subjects, ſent it by his Amanuenſis as a Pre- 
ſent to Naſh, who received it very thankfully : 
But afterwards dipping into it, and-finding it 
full of Faults, he returned it with his Com- 
plaints, and defired his Worſhip would commit 
i ta the Houſe of Q 


A Gentleman at Bath, who had been very | 
extravagant, and ſquandered away moſt of his 
Fortune, not frequenting the Rooms as uſual, 
many of his Friends enquired after him of Naſb, 
who told them that he kept his Bed; upon 
which ſeveral of them went to ſee him, and 
finding him well, told him the Report which 
Naſb had ſpread. The Gentleman a little diſ- 
guſted, went to Nafh, and in a Paſſion, aſked* 
why he had treated him in that Manner? 

Wby in ſuch a Heat, ſays Naſh, I hope I ſaid: 

nothing but the Truth? IJ. ventured te tell 
theſe Gentlemen, indeed, that you kept your 

Bed, and if you have I rejoice at it; it it the 


only 


( 72 ] 


enly Thing you baue kept; and I know it n 
— 5 


. 


| AGeatleman of nalin Leaning was es 
into a certain great Aſſembly famous for brawl- 
ing and Debates 3 upon which Naſh compli- 
mented one of the Members of that Houle, 
and told him, it would now ' ſhine more than 
ever; for that the new Member was a very 
polite arid ſenſible Man, and had written 
learnedly on Grammar ; Eloquence, Virtue, and 
Happineſs. That may be, ſays the Gentleman, 
but theſe are uſeleſs Ingredients in our ' Houſe, be 
will "ou none "oF . mo. 


. 


a a Twen en 3 Mr. Naked 
pre ſent, the Money uſually allotted -being ex- 
pended, and the Company being in a merry 
Mood, were diſpoſed to ſtay ſome what longer, 
a Whip was propoſed, which Naſh undertook 
to collect; but one of the Company, a teſty 
old Gentleman, when applied to, made a great 
many Words at ſpending a Trifle extraordi- 
nary ; and added, Suppoſe I have not a Mind 
to whip, what then ? y then, 12 e jw 
1 een > whip ore L611 10 | 


| A © og . 


[ 73] 


A Gentleman, with whom Mr. Naſh was 
but ſlightly acquainted, had borrowed a Sum 
of Money of him at Gaming, and neglected 
Payment, more from Want of Principle than 
Neceſſity; which, as ſoon as Naſh was in- 
formed of, he determined to give him a Rub 
the firſt Opportunity. It happened, that one 
Day at Morgan's Coffee-houſe Mr. Naſh was 
complaining of his having a violent Cold; 
when the above Gentleman, who was a Friend 
to Family Noſtrums, told Mr. Naſb he could 
give him a Receipt that would cure him pre- 
ſently, and very officioufly wrote it out, and 
preſented it to him. Naſh thanked him kindly 
for the Trouble he had taken, and told him he 
ſhould be glad to return the Favour by giving 
him a Receipt, The Gentleman eagerly en- 
quired for what? For the Maney you have been 
ſo long indebted to me, Sir, ſays Naſh. 


In the laſt War there was an Extraordinary 
Gazette publiſhed on a Friday; which happened 
to contain nothing but what had been inſerted” ' 
in the Papers before; at which the Company 
at Morgan's were diverting themſelves, faying, 
as the next Day was a Gazette Day, the Printer 
might have kept it till then, and not put the 
Public to an extraordinary Expence for old. 

HH tel 


} 


D 
Intelligence. True, ſays Naſh, it is not fo 
ſtale, but that it might very well have kept a Day 


. longer. | £ 


Mx. Naf uſed to repeat, with ſingular Plea- 
ſure, ſome Repartees of King Charles's and the 
Marquis of I/orce/ter, among which are the 
following, which we do not remember to have 
ſeen in any Collection of this Kind. When 
King Charles firſt went to the Caſtle of Rag- 
land, the Marquis of WWorcfler kiſſed the 
King's Hand; and, as he was riſing up again, 
he ſaluted his Majeſty with this Compliment : 
&« My Lord, I am not worthy.” To which 
the King replied, My Lord, I may well an- 
ſwer you again, I have not found fo great Faith 
in Iſrael; for no Man would truſt me with fo 
much Money as you have done. To this the 
Marquis anſwered, I hope your Majeſty will 
prove a Defender of the Faith, 


DvuRinG the Siege of Ragland, a Muſket 
Ball flew into the Room where the Marquis 
of Worcefler was entertaining his Friends; 
which glancing on a little marble Pillar of the 
Window, from thence rebounded, and truck 
the Marquis on the Side of the Head, and then 
fell flatted on the Table. The breaking the 
Pillar to Pieces made ſuch a Noiſe in the Room, 

| that 
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that the Counteſs of Glamorgan, the Marquis's 
Daughter, imagining the whole Houſe was 
coming down, ran away, crying out in a ter- 
rible Fright; but finding ſhe was more afraid 
than hurt, returned back, and apologized for 
her Rudeneſs in leaving her Father: To which 
he replied, Daughter, you had Reaſon to | 
run away wnen your Father was knock'd on 
the Head.” And pauſing a little, and turning 
the flatted Bullet round with his Finger, he 
ſaid to the Company, Thoſe who had a Mind to 
flatter me in my younger Days, were wont to tell 
me that I had a good Head- piece; but if I don't 
flatter myſelf, I think I have a good Head-piece 
in my old Age, or elſe it would not have been Muſ- 
het Proof. 


The Marquis of Vorceſter, on the King's 
entering Ragland Caſtle, delivered him the 4 
Keys, according to the Cuſtom on ſuch Oc- 
caſions; when his Majeſty returning them to | 
the Marquis, the latter ſaid, I beſeech your Ma- | 
Joy to keep them, if you pleaſe ; for they are now 
in a good Hand, but I am afraid, ere it be lng» 

J fhall be obliged to deliver them inio the Hands f 
thoſe wha will ſpoil the Compliment. 
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Tux firſt Night of King Charles's paying a 
Viſit to the Marquis at Ragland Caſtle, his 
Majeſty deſired to fee the great Tower where 
his Lordſhip kept his Treaſure; he therefore 
ſpoke to Dr. Baily, then ſtanding by him, to 
fetch the Keys, who acquainted the Marquis 
with the King's Pleaſure; but he brought them 
himſelf to the King, in order to ſhew him the 
Tower; when his Majeſty obſerving the Mar- 
quis coming with the Keys, ſaid to him, My 
Lord, there are ſome Men fo unreaſonable, as 
to make me believe, that your Lordſhip hath 
yet great Store of Gold left within this Tower; 
but I knowing how I have exhauſted you, to- 
gether with your own. Occaſions, could never 
have believed it, had I not ſeen that you will 

not truſt the Keys out of your own Hand.“ To 
which the Marquis very humorouſly replied, 


I was fo far from giving your Majefly juft Occd- 
fron for ſuch a Thought by this Tender of my Duty, 
that Tprotefl I tuas once reſolved that your Majefly 
ſhould have lain there, but that I was loth to com- 
mit your Majeſty to the Tower. 


Tu ſame Nobleman once took a new Ser- 
vant into the Family to wait on him, and 
this Man had the Misfortune to think himſelf 

wiſer than he was ought by others, inſo- 
much, 


(77 J 

much, that on a certain occaſion, he told the 
Marquis he had not acted wiſely ; and that if 
he were the Marquis, he would have done ſo 
and ſo. The Marquis, in return to this Im- 
pertinence, only made the following gentle 
Reply; Could I find a Servant who was wiſer 
than bis Maſter, I would give Gold for ſuch an 
one; I would not give a Ruſh far one that thinks 
himſelf wiſer than his Maſter. | 


A Lady of great Quality in the above King's | 


Time, gave into a very free Indulgence of 
Pleaſures, even to a vicious Degree; ſo that a 
very worthy Clergyman admoniſhed her to a 
Change of Conduct, urging the Vanity of all 


human Things as ſet forth by Solomon: In an- 


ſwer to which, ſhe angrily replied, «<< Don't 
tell me of Salomon; Solomon never faid they 
were Vanity until he had tried them all, and 
even ſo will I, and then will give you my opi- 


nion of them. Upon hearing which, King 


Charles merrily obſerved, That the Lady ſeemed 
to be led more by Senſe than Faith. 


THE Corporation of Bath, in Honour to 


Mr. Nefh, placed a full Length Stature of him 
in the Pump-Room, between the Buſts of 


Newton and Pope; upon which Occaſion the 
1 Earl 


b 
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| Earl of Cheherfield wrote the OO fevers 
| and way Epigram: _ | 
li W * never ſpoke 7 
4 WEE More Truth than here you'll And; 
| Nor Pope himſelf e er penn'd a Joke 
; -  Severer on Mankind. 
il The picture plac'd, the Buſts between, 5 
Wt. Adds to the Satire Strength z EEE 
bis dom and Mit are little feen, © _ 
A But Folly at full Length. 
| 


| An, intimate Friend of Mr. Naſhts ; having 
greatly hurt his Conſtitution by Irregutarities, 
and particularly by drinking and late Hours, 
Mr. Naſh cautioned him to leave off his irre- 
gular Conduct in Time, and above all, to 
avoid exceſſive Drinking and ſitting up late, 
The Gentleman took this Advice ,kindly, and 
obſeryed it pretty well; but it happened one 
Night, that the Company were more than or- 
dinary agreeable ; and when it grew late, Mr. 
Naſh got up to go, and jogged his Friend for 
that Purpoſe. Upon which the Gentleman 
ſaid, Faith, Naſb, I have obſerved your Leſ- 
fon a good. while; but the Company is now 
fo agreeable, that my Reſolution is quite gone, 
TS | and 
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nnd I muft ſtay. I aſt your Pardin, 8 
plied Naſh, I am ſure, I your Reſolution is gone, 
it is Time for you to go too; and fo hurried him 
ff. 71 2 b : a * 

Mz. Naſb uſed. to tell of an old miſerly 
Gentleman of his Acquaintance in the Coun- 
try, who had Occaſion once to ſend his Maid 
with a Letter to the Poſt-Office, (which was 
two Miles from -his -Houſe) on a very rainy 
Day, when the Girl, to fave herſelf from be- 
ing wet, offered a Lad in the Neighbourhood 
a Groat, Six-pence, and at laſt a Shilling, to 
carry it; which the old Miſer overhearing, 
Ill, Betty, ſays he, ſince you can get no Body 
to go, give me the Shilling, and I will go myſelf 3 
which he accordingly did. 


NasH was much pleaſed with, and uſed 
often to repeat the following witty Turn of a 
German Officer. This Gentleman, being at 
Paris ſoon aſter the Armies of Louis XIV. had 
received ſeveral ſignal Defeats; as he was 
viewing the Crown of Laurel that the Figure 


of Victory holds over the Head of that King in 


the Place des Vidtoires at Paris, the Officer 
__ aſked, _— an aufert? That is, in 
plain 
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plain Engliſh, Is ſhe, (Victory) guy i it tn 
him, or taking it away. 


Ma. Naſh, once overtook on the Read, an 

extravagant young Gentleman, who had, a 
little before, borrowed a few Guineas of him 
at the Gaming-Table ; when Naßb putting 
him in Mind of it, he promiſed to pay him 
ſome of the Money before they parted. As 
they were jogging on their Journey, they 
chanced to paſs by a Pound, when the young 
Gentleman taking a Shilling out of his Pock- 
et, chucked it into the Pound; „ There, 
Naſh, ſays he, there's One Pound One of your 
Money.” To which Naþþ ſeverely replied, I 
can make no more of it, Sir, than a Shilling in the 
Pound; which I ſuppoſe is the Way you intend to 
tay all your Debts. 


M. Ne/ often declared, he never laughed 

ſo heartily in his Life, as at a Miſtake of a 
Waiter at a Tavern in London. He being juſt 
arrived in Town, went to a Tavern in Fleet- 
Areet, in order to ſend for a Friend and ſup; 
but being very thirſty when he came in, he 
bid the Waiter fetch him a /:7tle Porter imme- 
diately ; upon which the Lad ran to the Temple» 
and preſently returned, introducing a little Man 
a Licket- 
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a Ticket-Porter, telling Mr. Naſh, he was 
the leaft Porter he could meet with. 


THe following Lines were written about 
ſix Years ago, when Mr. Nafh's Friends were 
procuring a Subſcription to the Support of that 
meritorious, though particular Member of So- 
ciety. They were the extempore Production 


of a Lady celebrated for her Wit and Accom- 


pliſhments, who was lately married to a fo- 
reign N obleman. 


ALL ye wha viſit Bat and Tunbridge, fraught 
With too much Money, or too little Thought; 
Whether *tis Health or Pleafure ye purſue, ' 
Forget old Paſſions, or ſolicit ne: 
Heroes, that croſs the rude Hibernian ſea, 

In Search of Widows Hearts, or Love of Play: 

Widows, chat come in decent Shew of griev- 

| ing, 

To weep the dead—with eyes — unto the live 
ing! 

All ye, to Nut whom theſe 82 Realms obey," 

Who. fifty Years hath borne undoubted Sway, 


And ne'er one Tax impos'd, Subſcriptions pay. 


Cons, ev'ry graceful Beau, and gentle Belle, 


Subſcribe your names in praiſe of bagatelle ; 
And 


| 
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 Andev'ry Fop, in Honour of your Train, 
That one Fop lives who hath not liv'd in vain. 


NoBLEs, ſubſcribe, your Gratitude to prove 
To bim, who ever gave the Peace you love. 


De1sTs, who, calling all Religion odd, 
Beauty and Order ſubſtitute for God ; 
' Naſb and his Writings with fit Rev'rence view; 
Beauty and Order none, like Naſh, e er knew. 


Wurst ye, of upright Faith and ſober 
p Senſe, + | 
Behold in him“ the Hand of ds. | 

Health to the Sick, the wounded Limb reſtore, 
Supply the. Wants of Age, and friendleſs Poor, 


| STATESMEN, who lleepleſs paſs the Mid- 
night Hour, 


See Naſh, without a Thought, ſupport his 
Pow'r ; 


| See all, with one Conſent, 1 his Word revere, 
| ps Oath to bind, no Law to raiſe a Tear. 


Mr. Neſt raiſed the Subſcriptions on which the Hoſpital 
at Bath was founded, and is ſupported, 


4 
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M1RRouR of Princes, hail! thy Life may 
ſhew | 
To Kings enthron'd, what Kings ſhall never 
know, | 
To rule without a Rival or a Foe. 


I 


